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Rabin blasts Syria as violence 
against Palestinians continues 



ctions 


WASHINGTON-OCCUPIED JERUSALEM—Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin Tuesday blasted Syria 
/'or undermining the Israeli-PaJestinian accords and 
said he attached "greater importance" to implementing 
that agreement than to concluding a new one with 
Damascus. 

Speaking to the National Press Club in Washington 
us he concluded a four-day visit to the US, Rabin said, 
that while willing to talk with the Syrians, his "first pri¬ 
ority" is implementing the 13 September Declaration of 
Principles between Israel and the Palestine Liberation 
Organization. Israeli withdrawal from (he Gaza Strip 
and Jericho is supposed to begin 13 December. 

A senior US administration official told Newsdax 
. Jhat ihe negotiations, at a secret site in Cairo, have 
'nude rapid progress despite initial delays, and that the 
withdrawal would be only slightly behind sched¬ 
ule. beginning before the end of the year. 

Rahin charged that Syria, which controls much 
nf Lebanon, has permitted Islamic and Palestin¬ 
ian groups to "cany out terror activities’' 
designed to destroy the peace agreement. 

Nevertheless, Rabin said. Israel was ready to 
resume negotiations with Syria, and he hinted 
there is a "certain timetable" for renewed negotia¬ 
tions. But he added. The Syrians have to prove 
” that they support another Arab partner's decision 
__ to reach an agreement with Israel." 

_; Although Rabin seemed m-no hurry to renew 
ralks with Damascus, the senior US official said 
that Rabin was "not getting lough with Syria" but 
»as "challenging" President Hafez Assad to "get 
w ith it and join the peace process." 

Syria is demanding a commitment for the 
Israeli return of the Golan Heights, captured in 
I»Jh7. hut declines to say whether it would be 
willing to conclude a peace treaty in return. Israel 
has indicated a willingness to withdraw from part of 
the territory in return for security guarantees, but wants 
u promise of a full peace treaty with Syria. 

President Clinton Monday sent a personal message 
to A»;id aimed ut reassuring him that he was not being 
left behind by the peace process and that the United 
Sutcs sought a "comprehensive" peace settlement that 
included Svria. 

Towards’ that end Clinton is sending Secretary of 
Slate Warren Christopher to the Middle East, including 

r 


Damascus, next month in an effort to persuade Assad 
to support the Israeli-Paiestinimi accords and to resume 
negotiations with Israel. 

On the other hand, alarmed by the recent fierce 
clashes between Jewish settlers and Palestinians on the 
occupied West Bank, the Israeli government Tuesday 
ordered its Lroops to "act firmly and aggressively" 
against all lawbreakers and to "do all in their power to 
prevent violent confrontations." 

In a dramatic and politically charged change in their 
orders. Israeli army commanders were authorized to 
use force against the settlers, not only against Palestin¬ 
ian rioters, if necessary to maintain order. 

The military directive is intended to break the spiral 
of political violence in which radical Palestinians 
attack Israelis and the settlers respond with counterat¬ 



tacks against innocent Palestinians, more of whom 
then turn against the accord Israeli signed with the Pal¬ 
estine Liberation Organization on limited self- 
government. 

According to the Palestinian human rights monitor¬ 
ing group A1 Haq, at least 13 Palestinians have been 
shot and wounded by settlers in the past two weeks, 
and the damage to property runs into hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of dollars. 

Faisal Husseini. the most prominent West Bank 



Aqaba port charts new 
course for the future 




By Chris Hume 
Special to the Star 
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STROLL ALONG the quayside 
of ihe main port at Aqaba and 
tell-tale signs of the Iraqi 
arc all too easy to 
ww.vv. Berths lie vacant, fork- 
IiMn Maiul idle, and many of the 
m Jock-side cranes serve for the 
moment as sea gull perches. 

It is not simply the number of 
xisitiiig ship* which has dimin- 
• ished. many «>t the craft calling 
at Aqaba' today arc smaller 
leedcr ttfMCk shuttling up the 
cius; troni ports where their par¬ 
ent cargo has been discharged. 

I* i cures for the volume or trade 
provide their own sombre index. 
The port handled more than -0 
million tons ot cargo in iww. 
The figure lor IW2 was les* 
than 13.5 million tons, and that 

l, «r |U03 could be even lower fol¬ 
lowing a drop in transit trade 
oxer the first six months of the 

UMI 

•/ Then there arc the knock-on 
ei icels of the drop in Iraqi trade. 
•\q.ih:i used to be a good place to 
pick up a return cargo of indus- 

m. il minerals to the Far East, but 
die reduction in trarfie has meant 
[fiat tonnage most now be spe- 
ci.ilh chartered to ship the 
mounting stockpiles ul phos- 
nh,iic. weakening the price com- 
rviimene.ss of Jordan's primary 
!■ xpi.it at a tin* whc . n thc ,' n,c . r ’ 

I market is already 

Ycl.' the port itsell has wcath- 
.... a ihe past three years modcr- 
lIc lv well Casual laborers, who 
i-.i.ike op around hall the port s 
,’Jvh> strong wotk lorec. have 
'•uved. hut tlw authorities have 
. h ! d io lay off lull-time 
. ivecs. And it Ijicilitv 

1 , h Iri-cj. have been raised, this 


has at least brought port reve¬ 
nues back up towards pre-war 
levels. 

Meanwhile, the shock admin¬ 
istered to the system by the loss 
of traditional business has 
focused attention on means to 
improve the efficiency of port 
facilities. Lonc-dclayed negotia¬ 
tions for the private sector to 
construct a new' berth may at last 
be nearing conclusion now that 
two rival consortiums—one led 
hv the International Freight Ser¬ 
vices and Trading Co (IFST). 
and the second a grouping of 
shipping interests headed by 
shipping magnate Mr Tawfiq 
Kawar—have obeyed a govern¬ 
ment ‘recommendation to 
present a joint bid for the $25 
million project. 

The proposal is to establish a 
new company in which the 

riuiub family, who own IFST, 
w ill lake a 45 percent share. A 
further 35 percent will be sub¬ 
scribed by the Jordan Potash 
Co., the Jordan Phosphate Mm* 
inE Co.. Jordan National 
Shipping Lines, and the Jordan 
Pension Fund, while the Kawar 
grouping will take □ 10 percent 
Make. The final 10 percent will 
be acquired by the International 
Finance Corporation (IFCk 3 
subsidiary of the World Bank, 
who are also offering credit to 
ihc value of 15 percent of the 
entire investment. 

The project is envisaged as a 
multi-purpose berth handling 
Dead Sea minerals and other 
'dirty' industrial imports and 
exports. Under the agreement 
the consortium will build and 
operate the facility beneath the 
umbrella or the Aqaba Ports 
Corporation (APC). I* will ofier 
standard APC rates while com¬ 
peting with the existing state- 


sector services in terms of tech¬ 
nical facilities and discharge effi¬ 
ciency. At the conclusion of a 
25-year lease the berth will 
revert to state ownership. 

Feasibility studies have been 
performed exclusive of estimates 
for future Iraqi trade and Mr 
Rami Quiub, managing director 
of IFST. believes the level of 
interest shown by the IFC is firm 
evidence of the project’s 
viability. 

The new berth will duplicate 
existing facilities, but if the pro¬ 
ject proves a success it will 
"open the way" for the privatiza¬ 
tion of state-run services, says 
Director General of the Ports 
Corporation Dr Duraid Mahas- 
neh. Skeptics claim the IMF is. 
in fact, the motive force behind 
the state's new commitment to 
private sector participation in the 
port. 

In any event, the signing of 
contracts will not be possible 
until after a new transport minis¬ 
ter-—who also functions as chair¬ 
man of the board of APC— 
assumes his duties. Nonetheless. 
Mr Qutub is confident the pro¬ 
ject will finally get under W'ay 
early next year. 

There are also plans to con¬ 
struct a new permanent passen¬ 
ger terminal to supersede the 
temporary berth which currently 
handles both cargoes and people. 
Passenger traffic through Aqaba 
is one sector that has registered 
consistent growth over recent 
years. 

However, an increased role for 
the private sector is only one of 
ihe ways in which the port is 
having to chart a course through 
unfamiliar waters. Even when 
UN sanctions are eventually 

Continued on page 2 


Dinar will be legal tender in 
Territories, Nabulsi 

AMMAN (Star)—Joint economic cooperation between 
Jordan and the future Palestinian entity means opening 
up borders and reinstating trade relations. Governor of 
the Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) Dr Mohammad AJ 
Nabulsi said Monday at the Businessmen's Society 
monthly meeting. 

Dr Nabulsi said that future cooperation will be imple¬ 
mented in three sectors: the movement of goods and 
services, labor movement and the transfer of capital Dr 
Nabulsi said an agreement was reached on circulation of 
the Jordanian dinar as legal Lender in the interim period. 
However, he emphasized that capital transfer requires 
optimum regulation and extreme alertness, “for it can be 
used for strategic political manipulations." 

The Governor said (hat Lhe Israelis have worked a 
long time to tighten Palestinian dependence on their 
economy. This was made clear in the third article of the 
Israeli-Palestinian agreement which advocates the fos¬ 
tering of close coordination in water, electricity, energy, 
transportation, trade and industry, labor, the environ¬ 
ment, and communications. However, this week's out¬ 
come of the Paris negotiations has given Palestinians 
authority over imposing and collecting taxes. The agree¬ 
ment has also given the new Palestinian administration 
authority over education, health and tourism sectors. 

Meanwhile. Palesiinian-lsraeli economic negotiations 
in Paris were concluded earlier than expected this week. 
Both sides described the negotiations as having 
achieved the desired progress. According to the agree¬ 
ment. the Israelis would withdraw from Gaza and Jeri¬ 
cho surrendering authority to the Palestinian administra¬ 
tion who will become directly responsible for imposing 
and collecting taxes in these areas. The meetings were 
headed by Ahmed Kurei' (Abu A la*) on the Palestinian 
side and by Abraham Shohat. Israel’s minister of 
finance. ■ 
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leader, warned Monday that Palestinians would soon 
begin looking for ways to defend themselves against 
the hard-line settlers—and that this would further 
undermine support for the peace process and lead to 
more conflict. 

On Tuesday, an Israeli army officer was injured 
when hit on the head by a rock thrown by a settler dur¬ 
ing an anti-Arab riot in the West Bank town of Heb¬ 
ron. according to a military spokesman. Troops tried 
but failed to restore order as the settlers shot out at 
windows, burned can and overturned stands in the 
central market. 

Two Palestinians were killed in earlier incidents 
Tuesday that underscored the fragile nature of the 
cease-fire and the hopes, both Palestinian and Israeli. 
of turning it into a permanent peace. 

A 16-year-old youth, the son of a prominent 
West Bank family, was shot dead when soldiers 
opened fire on teenagers they said were throwing 
stones from the schoolyard in El Bireh. north of 
Jerusalem. 

An 18-ycar-old Palestinian, released u few 
months ago from prison after a brief term follow¬ 
ing his conviction on charges of helping Hamas. 
the militant Islamic Resistance Movement, was 
shot and killed after stabbing two Israelis, one a 
policeman, near the crossover from the Gaza 
Strip, according to Israeli authorities. A third 
Israeli used the injured policeman's gun to kill 
the Palestinian. 

A police spokeswoman said fewer than 20 set- 
tiers have been arrested in the last few weeks of 
tumult, and all but one released. A source in the 
settler movement said he knew of no one facing 
serious charges. Palestinians have complained 
that the settlers are getting off lightly, compared to the 
jail sentences for Palestinians who rioted and threw 
stones. 

Both the Arab extremists and Jewish militants have 
vowed to derail the peace accord. Although they are 
relatively small groups, their attacks and counteral- j 
tacks have dominated the news in Israel for weeks. ■ j 

i 

LA Times-Washington Post j 
News Service 


King opens Parliament on Tuesday 

Government to be reshuffled, 
Dr Majali to stay 


By Ahmad Shaker 
Special to The Star 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein 
will inuaeurate the 12th Parlia¬ 
ment on Tuesday 23 November 
and will deliver a speech from 
the Throne. His speech will deal 
with national issues especially 
Jordan's position on the peace 
process, regional issues and Gov¬ 
ernment policies. 

As prepartions continue for the 
opening. Minister of Interior Mr 
Salameh Hamad has said that 
each candidate who did not win 
in the 8 November elections has 
the nght to contest its results in 
accordance with article 71 of the 
Constitution. Speaking to The 
Star, Mr Hamad added that 
objections should be submitted 
to the Lower House no later than 
23 November, the day Parlia¬ 
ment will officially open. 

Mr Hamad said that he had received a number of can¬ 
didates and had answered their questions providing 
them with all the necessary documents pertaining to the 
-election process, Mr-Hamad welcomed suggestions that 
civil courts should look into all cases and not the Lower 
House, but he said that would require amending article 
71 of the Constitution and articles 59 of the electoral 
law. 

Mr Hamad said he will submit all records and docu¬ 
ments to the Lower House committee that will look into 
objections. He added that most candidates who lost did 
not take into account the effect of the single vote system 
on their chances of winning. 

Three challenges have officially been filed with the 
Lower House as of Wednesday afternoon. These were 
made by Dr Mohammad Abu Fares iFifth District!. 
Abdallah Zrieqat (Karak) and Mohammad Maharmeh 
(Fourth District). 

The Star has learned that a number of Balqa District 
candidates will submit objections with the Lower 
Ilnu»e Thin will claim irregularities in the vote count¬ 


ing process which altered the 
number of votes received by Dr 
Abdel Uni f Arabiyat. 

A similar complaint will be 
made by Irbid candidates 
regarding the final results. 

Meanwhile a Royal Decree 
was expected to be announced 
late Wednesday or on Thursday 
concerning the new composi¬ 
tion of the 40-member Upper 
House (Senate). At least 30 sen¬ 
ators will retain their seals in 
the Upper House while the 
remaining 10 will be filled by a 
number of condidaies including 
Dr Arabiyat, Suliman Arar, 
Zaid Rifai. Thouqan Hindawi, 
Field Marshal Faihi Abu Taleb. 
Dr Nassercddin Al Asad and Dr 
Khaled AI Karaki. 

After Parliament's opening. 
Prime Minister Dr Abdel Salam 
Majali is ex peeled to make a 
wide-ranging reshuffle of his cabinet. Contrary to what 
he said earlier. Dr Majali's Government will include a 
number of deputies. King Hussein's speech from the 
Throne will be adopted by Dr Majali as the Government 
Statement on which he will seek a vote of confidence 
from the House. 

In the Lower House. Mr Taher Masri is being tipped 
as the most favorable candidate for the post of Speaker. 
So far the only official candidate is the IAFs Dr Abdal¬ 
lah Akaylch. But Shiekh Abdel Baqi Gammo. Dr Abdel 
Karim Dughmi. Dr Husheni Dabbas and Dr Awad 
Khleifat have expressed (heir interest in bidding for the 
job. 

Others are waiting until the final hours when all blocs 
within the House have been formed. Observers believe 
there will be three to four blocs in the Lower House 
including ihc Islamic (20 deputies). National (30i and 
Independent (20). The rest will rally behind the loosely- 
formed Democratic bloc. ■ 

More on the elections and Parliament in Jordan 
Week (page 2) and People & Politics (page 3). 
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An unconventional report on Jordanian news and 
views edited by Dr Marwan Al Asmar 


And now the fight for 
Speakership... 

■ Now that the elections are out 
of the way. the race has begun for 
the post of Speaker of the Lower 
House. Already deputies like 
Abdel Raouf Al Rawabdeh. 
Abdel Karim Al Dughmi, Abdul¬ 
lah Al Akaylieh. Mohmoud 
Huwaimel. Jamal Al Saruiera. 
Hisham Al Dabass and Taher Al 
Masri have expressed interest in 

standing. However, we shall not 
know for sure who will win until 
after the opening of Parliament 
on 23 November. Hopes will be 
pinned on coalitions and blocs 
within the Lower House that arc 
being formed. 

What does the Lower 
House look like? 

■ Sixteen IAF deputies won in 
the last elections, forming the 
largest single party. However 
other smaller parlies did win and 
include the National Unionist 
Party which won four seats. Al 
Ahd Party with three seats. Al 
Yaqaiha with two seals. Al Mus- 
taqbal with one seat, the Baath 
Arab Socialist with one seat, the 
Arab Democratic with one seat, 
the Democratic Socialist with one 
seat and Hashd one scat. These 
make up a total of 30 seals. There 
are other political trends within 
the Lower House and include the 
Muslim Brotherhood with two 
seats, independent Muslims with 
three seats, the Arab nationalists 
(non part}') with lwo seats, and 
the leftists (non party) with two 
seats. These make up a total of 
nine. A total of 28 deputies are 
classified as independent nation¬ 
alists. while 13 are described as 
independent A total of 14 depu¬ 
ties ore of Palestinian origin, 
most of whom are members of 
the IAF. 

The coalition 
game begins 

■ A coalition of newly elected 
deputies from right-of-center par¬ 
ties is already being formed 
before the opening of Parliament 
□ext week. The coalition callqp^ 
Jordan's.National Alliance t'JNAi... 
includes deputies from the Demo¬ 


cratic National Coalition of Mij- 
him Al Kreisha. the Yakalha 
Party of Abdel Raouf Al Rawa- 
bedah, the Motherland Parry of 
Akef AI Fayez and the Progness 
and Justice Party—the last two 
did not win any seats. Mr Khrei- 
sha who is the general secretary 
of the JNA hopes to attract as 
many as 22 deputies. Already on 
his target is Al Ahd Party, Al 
Mustaqbal, the Unionists and the 
United Democratic Party. 


Five parties call for 
fresh elections 

■ Five parties, the Arab Baath 
Socialist Party, the People Demo¬ 
cratic Party, the Democratic 
Socialist Party and the Popular 
Unity Democratic Party have 
issued a statement saying that the 
elections were far from fair. The 
statement enumerated 13 reasons 
to back their claim. The dithering 
on the pan of the Government in 
announcing the date of the elec¬ 
tions. the banning of festivals 
and elections rallies until about a 
week before the elections, the 
moving of stale employees from 
one area to another, the registra¬ 
tion of voters and the collection 
of voting cards all suggest that 
the elections were not fair, the 
statement said, ft added that 
there w as no judicial supervision 
in the committees responsible for 
vote counting. The parties in turn 
called for fresh elections under 
the supervision of the judicial 
authority. The GovernmenL on 
the other 

hand. -~ 

such' accu- -q . T fli jfPif 
sations. 

The Minis- 

ter of State fTS?. i\. .. - k < 

for Prime ’ a 

Ministry •- Jfc 
Affairs Dr 

Jawad Al _ 

Anani said Or Anani 
that the 


Dr Anani 


current sit¬ 
uation requires one to study the 
• results and -learn and benefit'from 
-his misiakc5-and r bvatua[&.thsis]o- 
gansthar he put fo'rth.'.. 1 " 


Zerqa shops closed 
for health reasons 

■ Two restaurants, three bakeries 
and a shop that sells live chicken 
have been shut down in Zerqa 
because of their failure to meet 
health and hygiene standards. Dr 
Talal Abdel Razaq Khreisat, the 
director of the Department of 
Public Health in the Zerqa Gov- 
emoratc. said their closure ema¬ 
nated from the health risks to the 
public. Dr Khreisat called on con¬ 
sumers to look at the expiry date 
of the products they buy (espe¬ 
cially dairy products') and to 
report them to the Department of 
Health. He said that these shops 
will be dealt with severely. He 
said that bis department has 
stepped up inspections and has 
already declared unfit for public 
consumption 24.2 tons of olive 
oil. Dr Khreisai’s department has 
already issued 1010 written cita¬ 
tions and penalized 101 establish¬ 
ments for failing to maintain ade¬ 
quate health standards according 
to Al Rat daily. 

Netanyahu wants 
peace with Jordan 

■ The right-wing Likud party of 
Israel firmly supports a peace set¬ 
tlement with Jordan, according to 
Likud leader, Binyamin Netan¬ 
yahu. He 

told The 

Jerusalem 'AfSaii^ii&g i. ? 

Post that '-'‘Jr? 0 , StftW, 

Jordan and If 

Israel have +Y .-Wvjt 

a clear i-s* " ' 

joint inter- djfi- Wj&gg 

est in pre- T* 

venting the ggKac ■' J&A' 

formation |pggc§ ^ 

of a Pales- c ‘ ivSrS 

t ini an -- 

state. Netanyahu 

Likud has 
always been 

in favor of peace with Jordan. 
Netanyahu said that he would 
welcome an opportunity to estab¬ 
lish contacts with Jordan. He said 
the only way to settle the dispute 
with the Palestinians is by using 
the model of autonomy. His 
views with regaqJ . 

ian-Israeji talks,may well.be.gain¬ 
ing ground' & 

poll shows that if elections were 


Netanyahu 


Your Manasifwere 
perfect but not those 
who ate them 


held in Israel today. Prime Minis¬ 
ter Rabin would only defeat him 
by three points. This is a dra¬ 
matic change from last month 
when the gap between the two 
was 14 percent in Rabin's favor. 
Asked to choose between Rabin 
and Natanyahu. 40 percent said 
they would' vote for Rabin against 
37 percent who said they would 
vote for Netanyahu. 

Jordanian firms to be 
given preference in 
peace deal 

■ Jordanian firms are to be given 
preference in the awarding of 
contracts to establish infrastruc¬ 
ture projects in an autonomous 
Gaza and the West Bank, accord¬ 
ing to Dr Jawad Naji Hiizallah. 
director of the PLO Economic 
and Planning Department Dr 
Hirzallah said the autonomy 
would offer special concessions 
to Jordanian firms interested in 
operating or investing in the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip in 
an effort to rebuild the Palestin¬ 
ian economy. More than $11 bil¬ 
lion of investment is required, be 
said. “The Palestinian state will 
cooperate closely with the Jorda¬ 
nian Government and Jordan’s 
private sector...and this Jorda- 
nian-Palestinian cooperation rep¬ 
resents an historic union that will 
continue to develop." 

Pedestrians cause 
traffic accidents 
in Irbid 

■ En Irbid there are 750 car acci¬ 
dents each year according to Al 
Rat daily. One study found that 
about 45 percent of accidents are 
caused by pedestrians who do not 
pay attention to passing cars, 
about 25 percent do not cross in 
the designated areas. About 17 
percent of accidents are caused 
by drivers not keeping adequate 
distance between them and the 
cars in front of them. Eight per¬ 
cent of the accidents are caused 
by drivers who do not give prior¬ 
ity to other drivers. Nearly 97 
percent of those involved in these 
accidents are male while about‘3; 
pefoent are females?: Thirty-Six 
percent of the acddttttSVmvdrvedf 
cars hitting pedestrians. Fifty-one 


Jalal Rifaf/Ad Dust 





percent of cars involved in acci¬ 
dents were privately owned and 
about 39 percent were public ser¬ 
vice cars. 

Land to be returned 
to Jordan . .. 

■ Jordanian territories taken by 
Israel in the early seventies wifi 
be returned to Jordan in the even¬ 
tuality of a peace agreement 
between the two countries, 
according to an Israeli newspaper 
quoted by Al Quds. These lands 
in the Arabs Valley and Dead Sea 
areas, constituting about 320 sq 
km. will be relumed to Jordan but 
leased back to the Israelis at.a. 
nominal price, the newspaper 
said. The real reason for the occu¬ 
pation of the land, which was 
taken by Ariel Sharon who was 
then the military commander 
responsible for the "eastern" area, 
was not only for security but for 
economic reasons, the Israeli 
paper said. Water in the Araba 
Valley lands is the mam reason 
for their occupation, the paper 
commented. 

Qatar opens 
communications with 

West Bank and Gaza 

■ Qatar has opened direct tele¬ 
phone lines to the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip. An official at the 
Qatari Telecommunication Corp., 
said that this step was taken so 
that the Palestinian community in 
Qatar will have direct telephone 
communication with relatives in 
the Occupied Territories. 

A center for bedouin 
studies to be set up 

■ The Rome-based International 
Institute for the Study of Bedouin 
Culture is to set up a study center 
and a museum of bedouin cul- 
fintir‘feoff4r3tiitions''ni- thejWacK 
Ruin area of Jordan.' This was- 
anhdffrti&d by' the !&}& ambas- : 
sador to Jordan, Dr Romaldo Bet- 


tini, during 
a seminar 
held by a 
Rome- 
based insti¬ 
tute ou bed¬ 
ouin culture 
in Amman.' 

The ambas¬ 
sador said 
the project' 

SJLrvS? 51 OrBettini * 
$ 100,000 
and will be 

financed by private funding from 
Italy and will strengthen relations 
between Jordan and Italy boost¬ 
ing the tourism industry in Jor¬ 
dan. The land for the projects wip 
be donated by the Government. 

Union Bank opens 
new branches 


■ Union Bank for Savings and' 
Investment has ; expanded with 
four new branches this year in 
Zerqa, Sweifiya, Jabal Amman 
and Gardens (Wasfi Td) Street 
The bank has a total of 12 full- 
fledged outlets throughout the 
country, and aims to provide its 
clients with the most advanced 
services required. 


Upcoming 

conferences 


ADC holds panel 

■ On Saturday 20 November, 
the Arab-American Anti Discrim¬ 
ination Committee (ADC) will 
hold a panel discussion in the 
Abdel Hameed Sboman Founda-. 
tiou's auditorium between the 
First/and Second Circle, at 6:00 
pm. The panel will include Mr 
Nidal Sukhuan, Dr Albert Muk- 
biber, president of ADC in Wash¬ 
ington, former US Congressman 
James Abourezk and Dr Gbassan 
Mussallem. The' panel will dis¬ 
cuss-ADC activities anff-fetme' 
projects. It mil also- address the 
new jfoase oTthe peace pftc6&>. : 
ahd suggest a sample project for 


the rebuilding of -‘Palestine - and 
the enhancement of Jordans 
economy: • •. - 

■ Under the patronage of HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan. the Fourth 
International Arab Conference nn 
Solar Energy will be held on -1 
November at the. Royal Cultural 
Center. Dr Hani Al Mulqi. presi¬ 
dent of the Royal Scientific Soci¬ 
ety, has sent out invitations to 
those concerned to attend the 
conference. 

YMCA expands 

community service 
. area 

■ Under the patronage of HRH 
Crown Prince Hass an the corner¬ 
stone for the Young Men's Chris¬ 
tian Association's. (YMCA) social 
services center was laid in 
Yadoudah ’ area of Amman 
Wednesday. The YMCA was 
officially registered in Amman in 
1988. although the association 
has been functioning in Jordan 
since 1961. 

YMCA worked exclusively 
with P&lestinian refugees: 500 
youth community leaders have 
been trained in 10 centers jointly 
established by YMCA and 
UNRWA. An annual summer 
camp for orphan children has 
been developed and held annually 
since 1972. The last summer 
■' ram p accommodated 300 orphan 
children of both sexes plus 27 
volunteer leaders and counselors. 

However rough times may be 
coming. The World Alliance of 
YMCAs is expected to cease 
fimd raising coordination for ref¬ 
ugee, and rehabilitation projects. 
This will, force YMCA in Jordan 
to. seek .aid through donor organi¬ 
zations to effect die continuation 
of. its : work in this country.' 
YMCA , will work to cover a 
larger cross section of the popula- 
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For the 
Record 

Bx Ahnuui SsuiK 


• Ministry of f°*!*ig* 
Affairs sources b*vt 
lhai OS StcKOJ ofStoft 
Mr Warren (MM 
win he arriving.** Amtnfll 
on 7 December aa J 
TUgfonal tour. Wg 
ambassador to Waste 
ton* Dr Faye* Tarstomea 
will be in Amman iwRh* 

the end tf.UfcJttnlM 

prepare for the visit v 

■ A decision uiflL b» 
. announced sows . i.K 

increase the svtarfesg* 
arinisten, /g 

senators. The Star -, tat 
learned- A 
prepared to 
mcrenwuis to aifonp 
received by dvil servants. 


M UNRWA's budget Cw 
the coming two years 

4 has been estimated a' 
$632 nnllion, an increaseol 

5 percent from the IMMB 
budget. Costs of the educa¬ 
tion program for the com¬ 
ing two years have been 
put at $3.7 million—an 
increase of W perceal 
from thfriast two years. 

■ A Royal Decree was 
issued on the occasion ol 
His Majesty King Huss¬ 
ein's birthday to pardon all 
array deserters and con¬ 
victs who have completed 
hafi their sentence. 

■ His Majesty King Hus* 
ein will fly to Damascus 
early next week to wtl 
with Svrian Presidenl 
Hafez Assad, The Star: has 
learned. 

■ The president of the 
Chechin Republic, who vis¬ 
ited Jordan this week, has 
formally requested that the 
Government approves the 
loan of 500 Arabic lan¬ 
guage and religion teach¬ 
ers in addition to doctors 
and engineers. 

cope with and adapt to life in 1 
dan. The association, in coopc 
lion with other world institutio 
carried out vocational train 
programs in building construct 
trades which proved useful, 
far all graduates have been fu 
and gainfully employed 
^ Future programs include so 


tion in Ionian and -the nascent _ Future programs include so 
Palestine state under ppace. ] /^^fyjdeyqlp^wnlJiwprki Thc as; 

YMCA'saraiyitie^jnclude-.^lq' ^ciatipq, wil^cormnuc .,10 oper 
viating-the problemof imemploy— ■ its. vocational programs and si 
meat by helping young returnees port light industries. 


NON-STOP TO 

THE GULF 






V. . - - v -. •• ;.-r --- • : ry 

<■ \ : ■ •*" .*. iff , 3 * 

Yf} 

d-.Fr"'. . 








•i 


4 TIMES A WEEK 


GulfAir offers non-stop afternoon flights 
from .Amman to Abu Dhabi. Bahrain and 
Doha 4 times a week, with onward 
connections to Muscat and bevond. 



Whichever class you travel, you'll fly in 
comfort and style, enjoying our traditional 
hospitality. Come fly with us and discover 
the international smile of the Gulf. 


GULF>VIR 


FOR MORE INFORMATION ON RClTES AND SERVICES. CONTACT YOUR LOCAL TRAVEL AGENT 

OR GULF AIR ON 653613. 


Jordan Televsion 
tightens advertising standards 


By Amy Henderson 
Star Staff Writer 

UNQUESTIONABLY, THE 
Arab language is one of the most 
important parts of Arab heritage. 
Its visual impact is tremendous: it 
can paint an entire picture -with a 
single word. But even Arabs'love 
of their language hasn't prevented 
the evolution of slang and dialect 
Naturally, nowhere is it more evi¬ 
dent than in the media. Now Jor¬ 
dan Television is becoming con¬ 
cerned that meaningless slang and 
foreign dialects used m advertis¬ 
ing are becoming too common 
and too influential when it comes 
tOchOdren. 

"If you look at TV, you have 
many languages," said Waked 
Assinawi. director of advertising 
at Jordan Television (JTV). 
"There are many words with no 
meaning in our advertising com¬ 
ing from other languages.” 

As a result, JTV has changed its 
advertising policy effective I Jan¬ 
uary. and will accept only adver¬ 
tisements in tire Jordanian dialect 
or Fusha, the classical standard. 

"We have had complaints from 
different sectors of society." Assi¬ 
nawi explained, "especially from 
teachers who say that the children 
pick up street language from the 
advertising jingles on TV." 

"We are not against any lan¬ 
guage," he explained, "but we are 
Jordanians, and we want to talk to 
Jordanians. Our problem is com¬ 
mon language, especially in songs 
for the children, and showing 
quality advertisements." 

Advertisers and agencies were 
warned of the change months ago. 
The station requested in August 
that advertisers send their scripts 




for the next 
year - to be 
approved by 
JTV so that- 
they would 
have sufficient 
time to adjust 
their advertise¬ 
ments. After 
the first of the 
year, however, 

Assinawi said 
the station will 
be very stria 
about what will 
he accepted and 
what will not . 

Although 
Assinawi con¬ 
tends that the 
policy change 
does not reflea 
a prejudice 
against other 
languages, 
advertising 
agents charge 

that JTV's new policy does take a 
stab at commercials produced in 
the Egyptian dialect, some of 
which, they say, are well known 
for their low standards. - 

"More than 50 percent of ads 
are nonsense." an ad producer for 
Lotus Advertising, which man¬ 
ages campaigns for Al Murai. 
Romo and Al KhaHj. "They are 
against other dialects. - If they 
asked us to produce higher qual¬ 
ity without imposing a dialect, 
we toll wouldn't get approval for 
ads." 

The producer added that there 
is no true Jordanian accent since 
different accents are spoken in 
the. different regions of the coun¬ 
try. And, he added, even if there 
was a common Jordanian dialect 
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to use on televito>Q. it wouldn't 
change the influence other lan¬ 
guages have on ctrilclren or the 
preservation of tire Arabic 
language. 

"Ask any-child what cassettes 
they have at home—they will tell 
you Mohammed Fouad, Amra 
Dtab, Ragheb - Allameh," he 
pointed 011 L "Not one. will be 
Jordanian." • ■ • - . 

The new policy - hasn't left- 
advertising agencies in the lurch, 
and . advertisers even.; seem to 
agree, that there is v tr need to 
upgrade the quality of commer¬ 
cials broadcast on TV. But, they 
say, they are 'discouraged fay the 
constrains pieced 00 creativity, v 

"We do have a responsibility, in 
Jordan to upgrade.the society by 


Aqaba port charts new course 


Continued from page 1 

lilted, the transit of goods to and 
from Iraq is unlikely to return to 
pre-war levels. 

"Maybe half the trade will 
return," estimates Mr Moham¬ 
mad Hannaqtah, manager of tire 
Aqaba Free Zone. He believes 
Turkey and Iran will continue to 
benefit in the long terra from the 
Iraqi trade which has re-routed 


from Aqaba to avoid the attention 
of the Multinational Inspection 
Forte in the Straits of Than.'- 
The port authorities, for their 
part, are hoping to make a virtue . 
of the seemingly inevitabk- Dr ■ 
Mahasneh says the port must ; 
now look to. capture a .more, 
diverse range of the nonh^bound 
traffic to Syria, Turicey and Iran. 


He says transhipment charges are 
to be reduced^ by 50 percent in 
coming- weeks in a bid to attract 
more business. ‘ ; 
v There is potential for Aqaba to 
broaden its TcgjqnaLrole. Neither 
Beirut nor the.l propqsed Gaza 
harbor development present rea¬ 
listic alternatives, in the immedi¬ 
ate-future, ana^qitba retains cost 


doing good ad campaigns 1 
good commercials, but in adv 
rising you can't limit creativit 
said Saad Hijjawi, manag 
director of Horizon Advenic 
Agency. 'If it benefits my pn 
uefs, I should say it." None of 
clients are affected by the pal 
change, he says, because tl 
always use the Jordanian dial 
■ or Fusha* but h" believes t 
other advertisers stop buying 
. rime on JTV and use other s 
dons to promote their products 
. "If I want to do another 1 
guage and JTV says no, why' 
am paying JTV." he said. "Th 
are multinational companies I 
Pepsi, and Coke who adapt .j 
gles to Arabic and usually use 
Egyptian dialect—they. < 
advertise anywhere." 

The policy change also mal 
creating a jingle more diffic 
because the "Jordanian - dial 
isn't as flexible as the Egyptia 
said Reem Saqer. media coot 
nator for Aim. "I do think it' 
good idea to reduce the low qu 
ity of commercials—there 
some really low m aterial ," * 
said. "And it is especially e 
dent in the Egyptian dialect co 
mercials. But I am not si 
changing the. language v 
improve the quality." • 

Assinawi doesntforesee prt 
-Jems keeping: advertisers at V 
because, he said, the nation .1 
been flexible in adapting foe p 
icy, giving advertiserg ^and p 
ducers ’ time to make proj 
adjustments to their ad - ca 
pajgns for the next year. And 
pointed out, "this [pointy] is! 
unusual. It is standard pract 
in Europe and England: took 
foe BBC." ■ 

or location advantages over J« 
dah. Elat ahd Ashdod, sWlifc 
analysts argue. ■ 

■ T he planned expansion of J 
Aqaba Free Zone over tht rs 
three, jears,- including lotjnbtf 
storage facilities and a vast info 
.trial zone.- on Aqaba's Sou 
will also add to the pfo 
attractions. • • -rj7- 

•Re«mt years have nOTbfc 
easy for Aqaba, but at lcaa U 
port is looking to the future tafo 
. thanihepast. 

“Dependence upon Iraqi tra 
was a. mistake,*' adm«s-' J 
Mahasneh. ■ 
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Post election ramblings 

■ Now that the elections are over. Jordanians can go back to 
speculating about the peace process and the prospects of a 
treaty being signed between Jordan and Israel before the end of 
the year. But before an all clear sign is put up, there are a 
couple of final developments that must take place in the local 
political agenda before Jordanians can totally dedicate them¬ 
selves to watching the peace wagon move on. Jordanians are 
expecting a Government change to take place soon to be pre¬ 
ceded or followed by changes in the make up of the Upper 
House (Senate). Ii is still unclear whether Dr Abdel Salam 
Majali will bead the new Government. But be remains the 
favorite for a number of reasons. Among these is ihe fact that 
Dr Majali will not expect a rough ride in the Parliament’s confi¬ 
dence seeking sessions. With about 60 deputies labeled as cen¬ 
trist or pro-establishment. Dr Majali should win a sizable vote 
no matter what his cabinet looks like. Still, if he does reshuffle 
his cabinet, many freshman deputies from the center will be 
hoping to be picked up as ministers. So the political auction 
season remains open until further notice. 

The composition of the new 40-member Senate, on the other 
hand, could iron out any imbalances that might have been 
brought out into the open by the elections. His Majesty the 
King might consider appointing some candidates who did not 
make it to the Lower House to reconcile them. One particular 
name being circulated is former Lower House speaker and Salt 
deputy Abdel Latif Arabiyat (IAF). Another is former prime 
minister Zaid Rifai. 

So the coming days will be full of unfolding local political 
events; Government louch-up or change, a new Senate ami Par¬ 
liament's political debut. The latter is important because depu¬ 
ties will soon begin to form alliances and coalitions in prepara¬ 
tion for the battle for the presidency of the Lower House. The 
Islamists firmly kept the post of speaker during the last two 
years in the 11th Parliament But with their recent "setback” at 
the polls, tbeir chance of winning a gain their bid for the speak¬ 
ership looks dim. The IAF has officially nominated its deputy. 
Dr Abdallah Akayleh, for the post. Many believe that is a 
wrong move and hoped that the Islamists will back a nominee 
from one of the blocs close to its Ime of thinking. If it loses its 
bid, then that will truly be a setback for the front which should 
have realized that it is not in its interest to stand in the way of 
the Government in the coming phase, but should settle for an 
opposition role that will be tolerated 

Alongside these political events will be issues like the 
attempts being made by a number of former candidates to con¬ 
test the results of ballot counting in their own constituencies. 
The case of Amman's Third District appears to be hot despite 
the cold ; stto4tter.':Rjmier depu£y and fAF candidate Moham¬ 
mad Abu-Fanis‘plans to file a'Case against the'Minisuy of Inter¬ 
ior on dig ‘gfbiiiidk bf ftnproper vote counting procedures m his * 
district—to put it mildly. 

Five leftist parlies including Hashd, the Arab Baath and the 
Democratic Socialists are trying to justify their recent failure to 
gel their candidates elected by calling for new "free and fair 
elections." A joint statement, giving the impression that they 
have finally joined forces, alleged that the Government was 
biased and had interfered in the process before and during the 
elections. But one could not help but feel that the Jordanian left 
is acting as a sore loser and that it continues to ignore one of 
the main reasons for its loss—internal bickering and disunity. 

For the allegations of improper practices at the polling sta¬ 
tions and later during vote counting are no more than a storm 
in a lea cup. The Ministry of Interior is unruffled by attempts to 
publicly denounce the results by candidates and their support¬ 
ers in lrbid City and other areas. In fact Minister of Interior 
Salameh Hamad has submitted a report to the Prime Minister 
in which he summed up the legal and Constitutional procedures 
taken by the ministry to ensure the fairness of the elections. 

Last but not least is the unprecedented media interest in the 
person and ideas of Jordan's first woman deputy. Mrs Toujan 
Faisal. In addition to the foreign media, the controversial Faisal 
is now being celebrated by the local press. No doubt she will be 
watched carefully by all Jordanians in the first few sessions of 
Parliament Known as a liberal-minded, outgoing and tenacious 
women, Faisal will leave an indelible mark on the 12th Parlia¬ 
ment no matter how she performs. Speaking to the afternoon 
tabloid, Akher Khobar, she (fid not reject outright the idea of 
becoming a cabinet minister (she is tipped for the Ministry of 
Information) but promised that she will not be muzzled. Faisal 
.iNo vowed to oppose the peace process and any dealing with 
Israel. In that sense she has found common ground with the 
Islamists, her old nemesis, which she promised to work with if 


it was necessary. 


^unidve measures by JVA 

I The Jordan Valley Authority (JVA.) is shooting itself in the 
ckji (or ro it appears). It has decided to cut off water supply to 
tfricultural plots in the valley whose owners have not com- 
ieted payments owed to the JVA for more than ten years./The 
wners owe about JD 2 million to JVA and most have failed to 
: ulc navments because of bad seasons or low market prices 
, r their produce. The reason the JVA is taking up arms against 
... farmers is that it owes about JD I million to land owners 
•hose lands were confiscated back in the 1960s to yidte way 
>r ihe building of the King Abdallah Canal. But if the JVA 
lopj* water supply to farmers it will effectively.be 
ic season's crops—driving farmers deeper into debt Jordanian 
timers are like many other farmers in the world today: their 
luatiun is going from bad to worse. _ 
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Democracy needs 
national consensus 


■SMli 




byBifal Hijjawl 


A Jerusalem conference! 


Editor’s Note: Dr All Omnffl, a 
Moroccan citizen. Is the secre¬ 
tary general of the Amman- 
based Arab Thought Forum. 
Before his present post, he was 
a professor of Contemporary 
Arab Thought at Mo hamme d 
V University in Rabat, alter re¬ 
ceiving his doctorate from (be 
Sorboone in Paris in 1977. Dr 
O mnffl has a host of publica¬ 
tions to his name in both Ara¬ 
bic and French; subjects in¬ 
clude Arab thought, reformism 
and the nation-state. He recent¬ 
ly spoke to The Star's Dr Mar- 
wan Asmar about democracy, 
modernization and Islam in the 
Arab world. Excerpts follow. 


must be so as to intro¬ 
duce democracy through¬ 
out the Arab world. 


What is the Arab Thought 
Forum and what are its aims 
and objectives? 

The Arab Thought Forum has 
expansive goals some of which 
may come to pass and others 
which may not. One objective is 
to make the Forum a place for 
dialogue over basic Arab issues. 
That’s why the Forum is keen on 
following up on regional develop¬ 
ments and the effects of interna¬ 
tional changes on the Arab 
region. The Forum focuses on 
these developments especially 
through studies that deal with the 
Arab-Israeti conflict, Arab secur¬ 
ity, food security, the future of 
education and other [issues]. We 
hold workshops and seminars and 
initiate dialogue with Arabs and 
others on these issues. The 
Forum has conducted a number 
of seminars 2 nd dialogues on 
Arabs and Europe, Arabs and 
China. Arabs and the US; the last 
such dialogue was an Arab- 
European dialogue on immigra¬ 
tion, radicalism. Muslim and 
European extremism, human 
rights and relations between the 
Arab world and Europe. 


But are there founda¬ 
tions for democracy 
and for joint Arab 
cooperation? 

In our heritage there 
arc certain examples that 
can help us support our 
call for democracy, but 
there are negative things 
in our heritage as welL 
But we must be realists. 
Democratic institutions 
are newcomers in human 
history. Of course we 
could not have developed 
every type of democratic 
institution in the past 
because certain institu¬ 
tions developed in the 
historical experiment of DrO 
others. We should not 
reject or accept every¬ 
thing. We should cross match 
[democratic values] with our his¬ 
torical experience. Take human 
rights for example. In our heritage 
there are issues that relate to 
human rights, but human rights as 
a concept and principle were 
founded at a certain period of his¬ 
tory that did not exist, for example, 
in the Mamluk state, or in China 
centuries ago. We should be clear 
about that. Many political institu¬ 
tions today are new ones and we 
should modernize, not [do things] 
with the mentality of the past. 




Dr Oumlil 


What is the status of the 
Forum? 

The Forum hopes to be the ini¬ 
tiator of enlightened Arab 
thought based upon freedom of 
expression and pragmatic think- 


So is modernity the solution? 

Modernity [already] exists but 
the problem is in organizing it and 
instimtionalizmg it We are not 
there yet Modernity involves eco¬ 
nomic and social issues as welL In 
economic terms, we must rise to 
die challenge of [building] a pro¬ 
ductive and competitive economy. 
Socially, we must put an end to all 
traditional norms that hinder devel¬ 
opment Political modernity is 
[building] a stale of law and order, 
or rights and of institutions where 
people can contribute and partici¬ 
pate in public affairs. It is about 
freedom of expression in the 
media. You can have modem 
media tools, but lack freedom. For 


ing. It is a non-governmental media tools, but lack freedom. For 
organisation and , financially example, .thpre^are..large, 
independent (Us rules preyent. it. newspapers usjgg.the latest m Rifo- 
from-,receiving d«pauoi\s frot» : < lislSng meibogjj but thg 
any government). Our finances notTreeTTney are guided because 


any government). Our finances 
are based on membership fee- 
tin dividual and corporate) in 
addition to money we generate 
from selling our publications. 


How do you see the Arab 
world in terms of its current 
political structure and present 
patterns of behavior; despot¬ 
ism, democracy and human 
rights.-? 

The Arab world has spent a 
long time [discussing other mat¬ 
ters] before the issue of democ¬ 
racy was put on the agenda. This 
applies not only to governments 
but to intellectuals as well, since 
democracy was not their main 
, cause. But in the last 10 to 15 
years, the issue of democracy has 
became more and more on die 
public mind. The road to democ¬ 
racy is a long one; there are coun¬ 
tries that have taken steps 
towards democracy. But there are 
others where democracy is not 
even an issue. Democracy is a 
difficult process, but we must 
walk its path because we have 
tried other routes but have never 
really tried the road to democ¬ 
racy. It is not a magical solution 
for all problems, but there must 
be some sort of national consen¬ 
sus on basic issues, among which 
[should be] the democratic 
choice. Democracy must also 
have a form, [as] without social 
and economic support it cannot 
go ahead. It needs time, stability 
and national consensus. 


notneeT They are guided because 
r-rrtain regimes own these media 
jusi as they own television stations. 
We may own these modem tools 
but we don't control their content 
because of social, political and 
intellectual barriers. 


| Since the Arab world Is 
divided at this stage between 
those who follow democratic 
ideals and those who don't, 
how do you see the implemen¬ 
tation of democracy in these 
circumstances? 

There has to be an agreement 
on Arab unity among all intellec¬ 
tuals and all those who believe in 
democracy as the basis of com¬ 
mon Arab action. [Then] in the 
end, everybody can make democ¬ 
racy his choice. We need unity 
among those who believe in 
democracy as a way of life. This 
unity is essential in order to pre¬ 
vent disasters caused by unilat¬ 
eral decision making. Solidarity 


But Western modernity is con¬ 
sidered by many Arabs as nega¬ 
tive because it contradicts with 
Arab values. How do you view 
this problem? 

Let's take a past experience. 
When the first Arab state was 
founded, what was die challenge of 
modernity then? I mean, what was 
an advanced stage for them which 
they had to follow and absorb? The 
advanced administrative system 
they took from Persia and Byzan¬ 
tium. and they added to iL With 
regard to sciences, they looked at 
Greece and adopted Greek sciences 
and added to them. The same 
applies to Tnib'tary science. Arabs 
built a huge fleet, but they were 
desert people who did not know 
the sea. This is how we have to 
adopt modernity. For example, 
those who study Arab medicine are 
actually studying a science that 
was added upon by Arabs. This is 
how it should be for us today. We 
are not required to copy , bat to 
absorb and to add. It is a complex 
and intellectual process; but essen¬ 
tially it is a practice we should 
incorporate. What is required from 
us to is to make a choice; the 
choice of modernity. Unfortu¬ 
nately, this choice is not prevalent. 
What is prevalent today is a call for 
regression, of going to the past 
There are those who say that since 
modernity is basically Western and 
the West is using us, we should 
reject iL But for me, modernity is a 
human product that is used-fey the - 
West today—[and] we could use it 
too. 


Is there a role for Islam in all 
this? 

I believe the modernity which 
began in the Arab world in the late 
19th century, although partial, has 
excluded Islam on the basis that, 
Islam in the end is a persona] 
option. But Islam has intellectual 
and social dimensions and a politi¬ 
cal dimension as welL Basically we 
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should solve the problem of the 
state's relation 10 religion; we 
don't have to take the Western 
solution either. We should solve 
it on the basis that there should 
be an independent separation 
between political and civil 
spheres on one hand, and the 
religious sphere on the other. 
Again it is not necessary to adopt 
the Western model, because I 
think Europeans were unable to 
precisely define the relation 
between state and religion and 
ended up developing a critical 
view of religious thinking. That's 
why 1 am in favor of developing 
intellectual endeavor—not to 
develop religion, but to develop 
critical religious thinking. This is 
important and it is something we 
don’t have. Without this, our 
understanding of religion will be 
limited. This is a job for our intel¬ 
lectuals and for our educational 
system too. 


lamentation at the results of the 
Gulf War useless. We are as of 
yet unaware how far things are 
going and will go if we remain 
hooked on the issue of who is 
with Iraq and who is against Iraq. 
Now i think we are on the road to 
leaving all this behind We have a 
new situation and this affects all 
Arabs. That's why I think that a 
minimum of joint Arab action is 
needed in order to face a future 
we cannot controL Take, for 
example, what is being said about 
a comm cm Arab market, (he prob¬ 
lem of water in die region, refti- 
gees and other [issues]. These 
problems concern a majority of 
Arabs. Many of these problems 
are dealt with in the [PLO-Israel] 
agreement. So do we leave this 
issue to the PLO or the [self rule] 
council and Israel to decide 
upon? The results will be nega¬ 
tive. There has to be some son of 
Arab action —not on the premise 
that we are brothers — but to 
defend common interests. I think 
restoring sense to Arab common 
work will not work out if we 
keep waiting for an Arab summit 
to be held; we should act sooner. 


What about Arab reconcilia¬ 
tion? Is Is possible now that we 
have the peace process? 

We know the catastrophe of 
the Gulf War. We know its rea¬ 
sons and its aftermath which 
[divided] the Arab world in an 
unprecedented manner. But 1 
thinkjlhatjJtefprc the current chal-_ 
lspges'vtespeciglly. the Gaza- 
JgfiDfeOj^jFeegifnt and the results^ 
that have come with it which will' 
turn this region upside down), 
this new .situation has made our 


How threatened is Arab cul¬ 
ture in the light of the peace 
agreements? 

The so called peace treaty with 
Israel will presumably normalize 
relations with IsraeL This will 
make Israel a strong economic 
and military power. But Israel 
will not be able to assimilate 
itself in the region. It will not be 
able to destroy the fabric that 
brings one Arab to another. Utis 
is all for one basic reason—Arab 
cultural unity. The Israelis will 
have to learn Arabic, because it is 
the language of over 140 million 
Arabs. Arabs will not be forced 
to learn Hebrew. Arabs from the 
Gulf to the [Atlantic] Ocean will 
continue to read and write in Ara¬ 
bic. they will sing in Arabic, feel 
in Arabic...this is the historic 
wildcard in the hands of the 
Arabs and IsraeL no matter what, 
will not be able to 
become a full member in the 
Arab club unless it is transformed 
into a state with Arab culture. If 
ii does. Lhatit will be the end to 
ti^^dnis^projeCT'because Israel 
wi ILrfolonger .be unique or differ- 
enL‘'Il wilT not' be able to'continue 
to depend on countries outside 
tire region. ■ 


■ The first businessmen's conference was recently held in Jeru¬ 
salem in order to shed tight on the current status of the Palestin¬ 
ian economy, A l Aswaq reported Monday. Mr Wolid A wad. an 
engineer, presented a paper to the conference on behalf of Dr 
Nabeel Shaath, top political adviser 10 Mr Ya&ir Arafat and 
chief of the Palestinian Tabs delegation. The paper covered sub¬ 
jects relating to the movement of goods, capital and labor across 
borders, as well as the legal framework regulating trade and 
business in the Occupied Territories. Dr Shaath emphasized the 
precondition of finalizing an agreement with the Israelis 
through the joint Israeli-Paleslinian economic committee before 
any international investments are made available. 

Mr Ali Safarini. a lawyer, presented his paper on current and 
future legislation in the territories. The lawyer said 40 percent 
of current legislation enacted by the occupiers pertains to eco¬ 
nomic issues. He said current laws have resulted in creating a 
Palestinian economy that lies in the background of a greater 
Israeli economy. "The Palestinian labor market has been made a 
labor warehouse for the Israelis." Mr Safarini charged that the 
enactment of Military Law Number Seven causing' Palestinian 
banks to close operations was one of the most retributive laws 
against the Palestinian economy. "These military orders were in 
dear violation of the 1949 Geneva convention.''’ 

Elias Khouri, another Palestinian lawyer participating, 
charged that absentee estate laws allowed Israeli authorities the 
freedom to seize abandoned Palestinian property "men if the 
owners still resided in the West Bank." Olhcr unfair practices 
include limitations on developmental and expansion projects. 

Mr Khadir Me&limani. a businessman, said Europeans pre¬ 
vented the importation of Palestinian products unless it came 
through the Israelis. "Israeli exporters have charged Palestinian 
industry over $5 million in payments over the past five years." 

Dr Hisham Ortani warned against listening to many of the 
studies conducted on the Occupied Territories as he believes 
they are biased and not very credible. He charged that these 
studies sell the idea of normalization of ties with the Arab world 
before reaching genuine resolution of conflicts with the Israelis. 


Virtual Reality and Israel 

M Virtual Reality (VR) is a technology by which a person aided 
with goggles and headphones can see and hear digitally assem¬ 
bled images and sounds. The technology has developed to the 
point where the one using it reacts to the displayed images as if 
they were real. Hie technology has been under development for 
some time now, but recently some multinationals successfully 
packaged it for mass production. Sales projections for the US 
market alone is estimated to reach $40 billion dollars. 

Across the Atlantic and next door to us, Israelis stand 10 make 
a killing on such a wide adaptation of VR technology. "For eve¬ 
ry dollar spent in America on VR equipment, three to five cents 
should trickle into the Jerusalem Bank account of Gersham Gale 
[an Israeli citizen]," reads an article in the Jerusalem Post, an Is¬ 
raeli daily. The technology of VR promises to become die next 
hi-tech revolution applied in fields as diverse as medicine and 
consumer video games—that is much more than a trickle to the 
Israeli economy. Gersham Gale, an Israeli of Canadian origins 
is holder of Patent No. 4,952.024 which protects his royalties 
from the technology in the US market. He managed to secure 
the patent in the US market in 1990. but failed to do so in the 
rest of the world due to lack of financial resources. Technologi¬ 
cal advancements have shaped our world for some time now, 
and Arabs will need to find their niche at some point in lime. Is¬ 
rael's high technology^sector has dbhe well against burs: the fu-" 
tumis. in- the hands o£ the more tecjinologically advanced. We ' 
cannot afford to remain only player's. We have ample stock 61 
human resources which are not being used properly. Gersham 
Gale is only one among many others in Israel, our real neighbor. 
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The olive branch you're holding is too long., this is a 
barrier to the peace process!! 







Veering from the course 

THE DETERIORATING security situation in the Occupied Territories and 
Israel's recent shelling of villages in southern Lebanon have cast a grim shadow 
over the prospects for peace in the region. Anti-Arab violence by Jewish settlers 
has unleashed a wave of fury that resulted in the killing and injuring of scores of 
innocent Palestinians. Added to this is the apparent impotence of Israeli forces to 
restrain settlers whose main goal is to torpedo the PLO-Israel accord and Israel's 
withdrawal from the Occupied Territories. 

These developments threaten to shatter any hopes for an early agreement on the 
implementation of the 13 September accord. Such failure will result in a cycle of 
violence unprecedented in the West Bank and Gaza. It will weaken the resolve of 
moderate Palestinians who will be replaced by extremists and rejectionists. 

The Israelis must realize the danger in allowing the current anarchy to continue 
unchecked. It's response to this crisis will determine its seriousness towards meet¬ 
ing its obligations towards the Palestinians in their national homeland. 

On the other hand, the Palestinians need to see improvements on the ground in 
order to support and believe in the peace process. So far very little has been 
achieved on the issues of Palestinian prisoners, economic aid, relaxation of 
restrictions on movement among others. 

Meanwhile the peace process appears to have changed course altogether. The 
Washington talks are still on hold, and Israel has made sure they stay that way. 
Instead, the Israelis have been initiating secret channels of communications with 
the rest of the Arab parties. In fact, Israeli leaders have insisted on shelving the 
Washington talks altogether and to replace them with clandestine negotiations 
whose aim is to reach separate peace treaties with the Arabs. 

The danger in this approach is 1 that it weakens the Arab negotiating strategy 
while it moves the negotiations away from the declared principles of Madrid; 
namely the UN resolutions. 

There is no doubt that the PLO-Israel accord, negotiated in secret and in the 
absence of Arab involvement, has breached one of the fundamental foundations of 
the Madrid peace conference. But if one can make excuses for the Palestinians, 
the fact is, the PLO was not a recognized party and the Israelis bad offered the 
Palestinians nothing after many rounds of negotiations in Washington. The situa- 
.£ on .A s ® 9 . t ^§!^ar..wl^ij,fi!^ieSj ! ^ithe : rest.c^thfijArab parties. jW3WJW | 

;J ] Jfere.,^i,U,hi^ve to be^^gd ^Qrdto^^&^een Jordan^yqaiff§,Jc eb 95 u B i 
non, the’ three remainin^ountries^wfeHiatefTidrtet reached formal agreement-* 
with Israel. These countries must insist on putting the talks back on their original 
tracks - that the negotiations be held with the intention of honoring the Madrid 
principles. Here the United States has a major role to play. Veering away from the 
agreed-upon principles will lead towards the signing of peace treaties, but not 
towards a comprehensive and lasting peace. ■ 



PLO negodater Dr Nabeel Shaath shakes hands with Israeli Knesset member Eli Dayan in 
Cairo before the beginning of the PLO-Israeli talks which started Monday. The talks were 
transfered to Cairo after they ended in deadlock in Taba last week and threatened the peace 
accord reached on 13 September between the PLO and Israel Sources reported progress 
between the two sides especially in the areas of withdrawal and security. 
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The November elections 

Primordialism and primary struc 

Tribalism won the day as the electorate sent at least 60 deputies to Par 


who in one way or another had_ tribal support 



By Dr Marwan Asmar 

LAST WEEK'S Partiamemary 
elections were praised for their 
fairness, organization and (be 
public response to them. The 69 
percent turnout was bailed as a 
sign of Jordan's growing political 
maturity and democratic develop¬ 
ment. The elections that voted in 
SO deputies who will serve for die 
next four years were also seen by 
the world as a victory for moder¬ 
ation and an endorsement of Jor¬ 
dan's current foreign policy 
course and the peace process. 

Today, Jordan is seen as an 
example for others to follow; last 
week’s elections may induce oth¬ 
ers in the region to adopt a simi¬ 
lar path. 

But a closer look at the election 
results will reveal dial the victory 
of moderation over extremism is 
unfortunately a simplistic and 
naive assessment. It is true that 
the elections were held in a free 
and fair manner, but they hardly 
reflected the spirit of pluralism 
and political maturity despite the 
fact that dramatic changes have 
taken place—namely the intro¬ 
duction of liberal press and politi¬ 
cal parties laws. 

We will come to view these 
elections in the light of the devel¬ 
opments that took place two 
months before they were held, 
most importantly that of the intro¬ 
duction of the one man, one vote 
system. The amendment to the 
electoral law ended the bloc vot¬ 
ing or list system and meant that 
a voter could only vote for one 
candidate. While in some 
respects the new system may 
have brought voters and candi¬ 
dates closer to each other, it was 
criticized because ic split the 
electorate. 

This split became more pro¬ 
nounced as the Lower House was 
already divided into Muslim, 
Christian, Grcassian-Chichin 
seats. What die new electoral sys¬ 
tem effectively meant was that 


for the most part, voters would 
only vote for candidates with: 
whom (bey most identify, not' 
only ideologically but on the- 
basis of religion, kinship and clan 
affiliation. As a result, the electo¬ 
rate was divided into tittle pock¬ 
ets of sectional interests and sec¬ 
tarian tendencies. On top of tins, 
because of the extended family 
network pervading Jor dan i an 
society, tribalism came to 
dominate. 

Therefore, what the elections 
show is a stark contradiction 
between the elements of modem 
political practice and a return to 
primordialism and primary struc¬ 
tures, represented by die family, 
the clan and the tribe—a develop¬ 
ment frequently associated with 
simple community organizations 
rather than with complex nation 
stales. 

Despite the fact that these polls 
were tbe first multi-party elec¬ 
tions to be held since 1956, the 
majority of political parties did 
not participate, arguing chat the 
limited time between ' being 
licensed to operate and tire elec¬ 
tion dale was too short. Openly, 
most said they needed more time 
ro communicate [heir message 
and to convince voters of their 
political programs. 

However, it is fair to say that 
candidates from all political 
shades participated in these elec¬ 
tions. There were independents, 
tribah'sts, Islamists, Baatfu'sts and 
Arab nationalists. But ideology 
did not really matter. Of those 
political parties that put up candi¬ 
dates, only a handful scraped 
through- Most of those who won 
did so not because of their party 
affiliation and political programs, 
but because of their tribal or sec¬ 
tarian affiliation. 

Tribalism won the day as tbe 
electorate sent at least 60 depu¬ 
ties to Parliament who in one 
way or another had tribal support. 
In effect, the Lower House will 
be dominated by lineage-based 


PARLIAMENT 





deputies who represent the paro¬ 
chial interest of their tribes rather 
than the interest of their constitu¬ 
encies and that of the nation. 

The deputies will tend to be 
conservative, anti-change and 


systems to check die power of the 

executive. 

.Their grip over the next Lower 
House comes more into focus 
when one realizes that the next 
strongest political bloc after the 


The Lower House will be dominated by 
lineage-based deputies who represent the 
parochial interest of their tribes rather 
than the interest of their constituencies 
and that of the nation 


supportive of the status quo; their 
support for Government policy is 
thus virtually automatic. This 
may not be a bad thing at tiroes; - 
but what it effectively means is 
that tbe new Lower House will 
Lack die dynamism and vitality so 
often needed in parliamentary 


US Arabists: 


tribal deputies is that of the 
Islamic Action Front (IAF). Their 
22 -seat bloc, which they won as 
the Muslim Brotherhood in the 
1989 elections, was reduced to 
. 16. Two. more deputies wh° 
. fought on independent Muslim 
tickets are de racto members of 


the IAF. . . 

The newly reduced sizeort 
IAF can be viewed with toa 
feelings; a lo» of four seats ca 
be viewed as a real loss, hut in 
reflect the true size of the 
Brotherhood and the IAF ml 
country. 

However, if one considers t 
foci that the IAF will not he at 
to perform the duties of a era 
bie opposition, then the ir k 
becomes visible. Covenant 
policies, especially those ratal 
to the peace process, should nt 
sail through Parliament with mi 
imum opposition. 

One might say (hot the elt 
tions were fought in a free a 
fair manner reflecting democra 
development but the results shv 
that sectionalism will likely don 
nate thel2th Parliament. ■ 

Dr Marwan Asmar is mans 
hog editor of The Star. 


Tendency for self-delusions 


vThvArabists ■ 
^TheRomance 
icdh Flit? 

By Robert D Kaplan, 
Free Press, pp 333, 
$2445. 

Reviewed by 

Angustus Richard Norton 

AS RECENTLY as the 1970s, a 
book about Arabists would be at 
home in a dusty London book¬ 
store rather than in malls across 
America. However enviable the 
mastery of Arabic may be, its 
etymology does not seem the 
stuff of heroes, and even the skill- 


Book 

Review 


fill use of the vocative case has 
real dramatic limits. The study of 
the Arabic language or culture 
may be captivating for aficiona¬ 
dos but, for most of us, is hardly 
a promising topic for after-dinner 
conversation. 

Over the course of the 1980s, 
though, a dramatic change 
occurred in the definition of 
"Arabist-" Instead of connoting 
learned specialists with a mastery 
of Arabic and a deep knowledge 
of Arab history and culture, die 
noun was adopted by neo- 
conservatives and given a pejora¬ 
tive twist to refer to diplomats, 
writers or scholars deemed in the 
habit of reflecting emphatically 
on Arab politics. Thus, Francis 
Fukuyama, the policy analyst 
who sounded the clarion call of 
the end of history, sees the Ara¬ 
bists as "a sociological phenome¬ 
non, an elite within an elite, who 
have been more systematically 
wrong than any other areas spe¬ 
cialists in the diplomatic corps. 
This because Arabists not only 
take on the cause of the Arabs, 
but also the Arabs' tendency for 
self-delusion." In tbe alleyways 
of policy wonkdom in Washing¬ 
ton, to be labeled an Arabist is 
hardly career-enhancing. 

As tbe title suggests. Robert 
Kaplan uses the Arabist epithet as 
a loose organizing device to 
explore the career and the views 
of US missionaries and veteran 
diplomats. The story begins with 
men straight out of Grant Wood 
paintings, ' missionaries from 
God-fearing New England such 
as Daniel Bliss. Bliss, the first 
president of the Syrian Protestant 
College, later named the Ameri¬ 
can University of Beirut (AUB), 
was credited by George Autoni- 
ous, the seminal voice in the 
Arab revival and the author of 
The Arab Awakening, as foster¬ 
ing a nurturing intellectual cli¬ 
mate for the emergence of Arab 
nationalism. 

The missionaries are the pre- 


tUd»;buEthe feaThere ft’bn .jnpt^^wetoomai^sThq speakers 
-TtheiLdipIocratSiunanyadf'jswliem og&i|S the.hea^p^a 

wife kwrro'SUB i&fStudy Wa- conservative ^Foundation in 


bic as well as tbe ways of the 
Arab world. In point of fact, 
AUB was the intellectual cradle 
for a generation of diplomats. 
They learned extracurricular les¬ 
sons, too, and many emerged 
from Beirut sympathetic to die 
Arabs and even the PLO. 
Kaplan's argument is nowhere 
made clearly, but he seems to be 
hying to imply that die combina¬ 
tion of familiarity with the Arabs 
and upper-class elitism produced 
a cadre of diplomats with 

beclouded analytical skills and a 
residual hostility to Israel 
Yet Kaplan is often at 
sixes and sevens with. Over 
himself. There are so dl 

many exceptions to the defh 

Arabist "species," so M 

many example , of diplo¬ 
mats who do not exem- S 1 

plify "the stigma and set dipt 

of beliefs that went into in t) 

being an Arabist," that 
one wonders whether the 
medium, not the text, is 
the point. When a bright writer 
publishes a book about The Ara¬ 
bists, well, after all, there may no 
longer be any debate about the 
applicability of tbe noun, espe¬ 
cially when even tbe study of 
Arabic evokes suspicion, as 
exemplified by one of Kaplan’s 
interlocutors. "Spanish—because 
of our intimate contact with the 
Latin world—connotes a non¬ 
elite, drug lord, 7-Eleven store 
culture. Arabic, on the other 
hand, is a distant, difficult, and 
thus mysterious language, and 
fluency in it suggests erudite 
entry to a ruling class where Jews 
and other ethnic Americans are 


Washington. - - 

"Locahtis" is an occupational 
hazard of the Forefgn Service, 
and it comes as no surprise that 
some diplomats have permitted 
their sympathies to-overwhelm 
there objectivity and their good 
sense. We meet a few such 
knaves in 77ie Arabists, but they 
are outnumbered in foe text by 
tbe people who resist foe tempta¬ 
tion. Kaplan offers marvelous 
stories from foe field and several 
larger-than-life diameters. One is 
Jeny Weaver, foe gun-toting, 


Over the course of the 1980s, though, a 
dramatic change occurred in the 
definition of "Arabist"-the noun was 
adopted by neo-conservatives and 
given a pejorative twist to refer to 
diplomats, writers or scholars deemed 
in the habit of reflecting emphatically 
on Arab politics 


safari-suit-wearing maverick who' 
learned Arabic in the streets of 
Khartoum and became foe 
unsung hero in foe rescue of tbe 
FaJashas—the thousand of Ethio¬ 
pian Jews who were transported 
to Israel in tbe 1980s with tbe 
acquiescence of the Sudanese 
government Another is Hermann 
Eilts. the German immigrant's 
son who established his.'Arabist 
credentials by counting to 10 in 
Arabic (sophisticated proficiency 
exams would come lata 1 ) and 
who went on to distinguished 
ambassadorships in. Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia. The gutsy Hits 
was intimidated neither by Saudi . 


Kings, Arab prcsxdbtaabr Henry 
. Kissinger, andjie*a crural 
role ' dining; the Camp David 
negotiations that Fed to the peace 
treaty between Israel nod Egypt." 

The dragon lady of foe story is 
April Glaspie, foe former US 
ambassador r to Iraq. . whom 
Kaplan skewers for her "soft" 
handling of Saddam. Reading 
Kaplan, one has die impression 
that Glaspie and her co¬ 
conspirators in. the Foreign Ser¬ 
vice hoodwinked die US govern¬ 
ment into adopting a naive and 
foolhardy policy of supporting 
Iraq. He charges that in her July 
1990 meeting with Saddam, just 
days before the Iraqi army 
crashed into Kuwait, she 
h, a led . Saddam to expect a 
wimpish reaction from the 
vas US. Kaplan would have 
. Glaspie lay down a diktat. 
& but, thankful, US ambassa- 
} dors are not empowered to 
ted declare war or threaten war 
•fly in tbe absence of orders 
J from their superiors. It is 
worth noting. though 
Kaplan does not do so, that 
George BHsh wrote a letter to 
Saddam four days after-his audi¬ 
ence with Glaspie and reiterated 
foe firm hope that Iraq would 
solve its dispute with Kuwait 
peacefully. 

In point of fact, US policy vis- 
- a-vis- Iraq .reflected a consensus 
of views amongst policy makers, 
policy expats and area special¬ 
ists. For instance, the Arabist- 
Laurie Mylorie wrote in 1988 
that "only Iraq can bolster foe 
American position (in he Gulf)," 
and emphasized that the US 
could count on Saddam to keep 
his word,. Mylorie, now afffiKarwf 
with the Washington Institute for 



April Glaspie 

Near East Policy, deftly pinxK 
ted and went from booster 
scourge of Saddam. Nonefocle 
prior to the Iraqi invasion. 
Kuwait, her views were "echo 
widely, especially by vok 
known for their friendship tows 
Israel. 

By book's end foe rcadecisi 
with some terrific vignettes ti 
serve to demonstrate that the At 
bist label is usually little xnc 
than a slur. Arguably, no forei| 
policy controversy is as ver 
mous or as polarized as ( 
debate over US policy in t 
Arab-Israeli conflict. One. riia 
of the nastiness of foe 
the proclivity of both sides 
fling ad hominem charges. As > 
begin foe refreshing task' of eo 
templating a Middle East .withe 
an Arab-Isracii conflict, foe tn 
has come to check the epithets 
foe door. ■ 


This review was previon 
published in the Washingh 
Post Book Review. 


Israeli archeologists conduct last 


minute digs in Jericho 


By CareyQoidberg 
Los Angeles limes 

SIXTEEN TEAMS of Israeli 
archeologists launched a sweep¬ 
ing search through caves near the 
Dead Sea last Sunday in what 
Palestinians complained was a 
last-mi note hunt for artifacts 
before Israel withdraws from the 
area. 

The controversy provided a 
taste of possible battles to come 
when archeology reaches foe 
agenda of talks now under way 
cm Palestinian self-rule in foe 
Occupied Territories. 

Among expected disputes are 
Palestinian claims to other Israeli 
finds in foe Occupied Territories,. 
indudzng foe fabulous Dead Sea. 
Scrolls now housed in Jerusa¬ 
lem's Shrine of foe" Bobk 
museum. 

The Israeli Antiquities Author¬ 


ity said foe survey near tbe sites 
wbere the Dead Sea Scrolls were 
found had been planned for years 
and denied it had any political 
goals. 

The nmn cause for the survey 
is to see if there are any Dead Sea 
. iScroIls left in the area "that The 
Bedouins didn't take," said Efrat 
.(Mach, spokeswoman for the 
agency. "If we don't take what's 
" left, the treasures wffi be k«t for 
foe world." 

But Palestinian archeologist 

- Nazmi Jnbeh of Bnzeit Univer¬ 
sity on foe occupied West Bank" 
objected. 

"We are condemning such a* 
survey at this time because we 
see it as having some political' 
meaning," be said. "This section 
wffi soon be a pan of foe ifclestxn- 

- ian-conooHedarea."' . • 

It is not dear yet whether the; 

. Qnmran area, where" foe'survey 
began Sunday, will actuaUy fall 


into the- zone, of Palestinian 
antanomy due to take effect next 
month as agreed to by Israel and 
thePL0: ; 

. If calks progress well, however, 
almost all of foe .Occupied Terri¬ 
tories are expected to pass over to 
Palestinian stiff-rule, inducting 
: areas where, archeologists and 
r historians see as part of the cradle 
of Judaism and Christianity. 

The fimioui Dead Sea Scrolls , 
found ic caves in’ tbe late 1940s' 
and eaffy 1950s, include books of 
foe Bible as well as fascinating 
e x a mpl e s of psahns,. btesings 
and “social roles believed to date 
. from about 100 BC.: 

Orbach. said that foe area . had 
; been .to thoroughly" picked over 
. by Bedouins, nomadic 4es«t 
, Arabs who . have - combed foe 
caveSr foat archeologists are very 
pessimistic about- finding any¬ 
thing of value left. 

toy do, they win likely have 


fo contend with even more : st 
dent protests from Palestmto 
, who argue thaLit is- fcgesiuw. 
poor faith to launch a diggii 
“ttpaigu before negotiators c 
deadc on the ground jutes :f 
archeological cooperation r a 
fovisroi, of the spoils. 

."Were, doing this now bopau 

of scientific teasoos. not Ktoim 
ofpolitica] reasons " Orbadfsfil 
she acknowledged 
the timing, perhaps. m'pOIitK 
teflhs, is not quite the right one. 

• . These days, Israeli archebl 
gists ^ say foey cannot patf 
mractiy what future arrange met 
Jjllbe made for digs and exhih; 
on foe West Bank but that & 
open access for- bo 
Israeli and Palestinian cblteum 

to sites in the region. ■/ ■ “ ~" 

: LATIMES-washingto 
POST News Serw 
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The two Germany’s: 


Unification with illusions 


By Peter Hadjl-Wstjc 

SPREAD OUT on foe sireet stalk 
at Checkpoint Charlie, the best 
of the border cnwSS 
that once divided Europe. t£ 
“|D*y mbols of a collapsed 
&a S* J ^ots offoe 
demohsboj Berlin Wall. badges 

for the best S 

thS^^ isil0rS *. ,op off to sift 
ttoragh the mountains of memor¬ 
abilia and cany off something of 
Germany s past As they higgle 
on what was four yean; agT a 
heacherous no-mans land, the 
future is before them: a forest of 

gigantic cranes right down the 

famous Fhedrichstrasse, for so 
long sliced by the 106 1cm con¬ 
crete walL 

Soon that forest wiU edge right 
up to foe Checkpoint. GenSn 
and United Stales investors will 
begin work on a huge interna¬ 
tional banking and business cen¬ 
ter The Checkpoint itself will be 
reduced to just a relic incorpo¬ 
rated within the center. 

It is boom time in Berlin. Yet 
for all the billions of deutsche- 
marks being pumped in the city 
and the rest of eastern Germany 
by Europe's economic super¬ 
power, the euphoria of 1989 has 
dissipated. 


Many Ossis (easterners) are 
disillusioned. A handful gaffawd 
outside the old parliament of the 
German Democratic Republic 
(DDR) in October to mark the 
44th anniversary of its founding. 

Many Wessis (westerners) also 
resent the costs. Some 150 billion 
marks a year is being pumped in 
investment and social services in 
theeasL 

"The east Ger mans thought the 
west Germans were their broth¬ 
ers." says Hannelorc Kurth- 
Gilsenbach, a former dissident in 
DDR. They went into imifica- 
. tion with illusions. They did not 
know die character of capitalism. 
They have forgotten everything 
they learned. Now they are 
disappointed." 

A public opinion survey con¬ 
firms that four years after the fall 
of the wall dissatisfaction is high. 
Seventy-five per cent of east 
Germans think more should have 
been done for them, but 55 per 
cent—in east and west—believe 
die economic situation wiU 
improve in ten years. 

Dissatisfaction can be judged 
in other ways, too. Crime in the 
east has rocketed to western lev¬ 
els. In DDR the subject was 
taboo. The new market system 
has given criminals opportunities 
that never existed before, argues 


Detlef Landua, of Ber- W/M 
fin's Science Center for Vil 

Social Research. Other 
experts suggest it is a i— 
symptom of 

discontent. 

The birthrate in the 
five new provinces 
that now make up the 
former DDR has plum¬ 
meted— another sign 

of disaffection say the 
experts. It is now half _ _ 
what it was in commu- GC 
ni st times and between 
1989 and 1992 it fell 
by 70 percent. This is [f]f 
precisely what hap¬ 
pened in the Gnat 
Depression of 1929, 
says Karl Brente, of 
the German Incrtrure of 
Economic Research 1 B 8 
(DIW). Lt= 

A million, many 
highly skilled, have migrated to 
the west. The reasons for discon¬ 
tent are not hard to find. The east 
Germans were promised "flour¬ 
ishing landscapes" by Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl before reunifica¬ 
tion. What they have is massive 
de-industrialization. Industrial 
employment has fallen by a stag¬ 
gering three million to only 
750.000. 

More than a milli on are unem- 


West 
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GDP: $1,781 billion 
Inflation: 4% 

Unemployment: 7% 
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Britain: 


Islam increasing rapidly 
despite negative press 


By Lucy Berrington 

UNPRECEDENTED NUM¬ 
BERS of British people, nearly 
all of them women, are convert¬ 
ing to Islam at a time of deep 
divisions within the Anglican and 
Catholic churches. 

The rate of conversions has 
prompted predictions that Islam 
will rapidly become an important 
religious.force in Britaife'. Tgfflg n 
the ne‘xi'20 

BritisfT" convertTwiffnequarior 
overtake the immigrant Muslim 
community that brought the faith 
here,'’ says Mrs Rose Kendrick, a 
religious education teacher and 
author of a textbook guide to the 
Koran. 

She says: "Islam is as much a 
world faith as Roman Catholi¬ 
cism. No one nationality claims it 
as its own." Islam is aiso spread¬ 
ing fast in Europe and America. 

The surge in conversions to 
Islam has taken place despite the 
negative image of the faith in the 
Western press. Indeed, the pace 
of conversions has accelerated 
since publicity over the Salman 
Rushdie affair, the Gulf War and 
the plight of Muslims in Bosnia. 
It is even more ironic that most 
British converts should be 
women, given the widespread 
view in the West that Islam treats 
woman poorly. In the United 
States, women converts outnum¬ 
ber men four to one, and in Brit- 
' ain they make up the bulk of the 
estimated 10.000 to 20,000 con¬ 
verts. forming part of the Muslim 
community of one to 1-5 million. 
Many of Britain's "new Muslims 
arc from middle-class back¬ 
grounds. They include Matthew 
Wilkinson, a former head boy of 
Eton (famous private school) 
who went on to Cambridge, and a 
son and daughter of Lord Justice 
Scott, the judge heading the 
arms-to-Iraq enquiry. 

A small-scale survey by the 
Islamic Foundation in Britain 
suecesLs that most converts are 
aged 30 to 50. Younger Muslims 
point to maty conversions among 
students and highlight the intel¬ 
lectual thrust of Islam. 

"Muhammad said. The light 
of Islam will rise in the West and 
I think that's what's happening m 
our day." say* Aliya Haen, an 
American-bom psychologist who 
converted 15 years ago. She is a 
consultant to the Zahra Trust, a 
charity publishing spiritual litera¬ 
ture. and is one of Britain s prom- 
mem Islamic speakers. She adds. 
"Western converts are coming to 
Islam with fresh eyes, without all 
the habits of the ^ avoiding 
much of what is culturally wrong. 
The purest tradition is finding 

itself stamgest in the VUsl. 

Some say the conversions arc 
promoted by the nsc of 
tive religious education. The Bnt 
Srt!££ offering -MlJrtJJ 
describe as J relentless ^pr« 
on all things Islamic »s aiso sai 
to have helped. Westerner 

despairing of focir 
nsing enme, lamily breakdown; 
drocs and aIcoholisn*^-ha« 
come to admire the discipline and 

security of Islam. fnrmer 

Many converts are former 

Christians, disillusioned b> me 
uncertainty of the “J 

unhappy with the concepi ™ 

“and the JdgSSi 

Jesus Others ;ur sen-tonfew* 


idealists who did not go looking 
for religion but found an irresisti¬ 
ble appeal in Sufi mysticism, 
which they describe as "die pearl 
within the shell of Islam." 

Some come to Islam through 
marriage, which partly explains 
the imbalance in the sex ratio of 
converts. It is easier for British 
women to meet Pakistani or Ban¬ 
gladeshi men than vice versa. 

■/inThe- idealism- of the newilui- 
UfBfis Is ?Sff l 6r-Qi^’'inspirSic>d ; fc 
p&plfi’**^ 
bom into immigrant 
Muslim families 
who are questioning 
the religious validity 
of their own lifestyle 
and re-examining 
their faith. The for¬ 
mal process of con¬ 
version is simple. 

The would-be Mus¬ 
lim showers, dresses 
in dean clothes, 
gathers some wit¬ 
nesses and says the 
Shahada, lhe_ testi¬ 



mony to God. But embracing 
Islam is not without problems. 
According to Batool Toma, 38. 
an Irish education officer for the 
Islamic Foundation who con- 
voted 14 years ago, converts 
often have to cope with initial 
isolation from their families, 
"who see conversion as a rejec¬ 
tion and feel resentful There's a 
lot of fear and apprehension." 
5be£lsQ titeslratiitfi&bdse'which 
ii°p&tiailarly^iSS& 

" 11 ■ " 'most of wfiorif are 

marked out by the 
hijab. "Such a 
small piece of 
cloth can cause so 
much antagonism 
and aggression. 

- You are immedi¬ 
ately characterized 
as not British." A 
quarter of the calls 
to die Muslim 
Women's Helpline 
in London came 
from converts. 

The new Mus- 






Through our continuous efforts towards 
offering you a full spectrum of services, we 
now offer you the National Express Card. A 
service that caters to your local purchasing 

convenience. 

The National Express Card is accepted in 
outlets throughout tha country with you In 
mind. With a policy of easy payments in 
Jordanian Dinars, you are able to enjoy a 
service teat never leaves your side. 

The National Express Card is another 
service from our UNION BANK towards 
offering you a world of absolute access. 
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Ak Union Bank 

For Savings & Investment 

Head OfBce:TeL 666148 Fix. 688149 P.0.Box 35104 Amman, Jordan 




ployed. The official figure would 
be half a million more if one were 
to count the number of east Ger¬ 
mans crossing the old border 
every day and work in the west 
The total in all. of Germany is 
nearly four million. 

Yet there are signs in the east 
of huge investments in infrastruc¬ 
ture. Billions of marks are going 
into building a modern telecom¬ 
munications system, modernizing 


lims emphasize that the benefits 
of Islam for outweigh its draw¬ 
backs, and are at pains to address 
misconceptions about their faith. 
They say it is too often judged on 
its excesses, which are usually of 
political origin and unjustified by 
the Aforah. 

Converts are active in the Mus¬ 
lim Women's Institute, a central 
body established in 1990. Its 
n §ia&,jg?btge mgreasiiigtWQoagfl's 
irptrfkicai aijffirenessiandiqtallsflg- 
•mg the > misconceptions ’of West¬ 
ern observers and the immigrant 
community about the rightful 
status of women in Islam. 

There are discussions among 
themselves about what form that 
rightful status takes, according to 
Rabia Lemahieu-Evans, a post¬ 
graduate mature student at the 
Muslim College in London, who 
converted when she was 18 and 
abandoned the hijab two years 
later. She says: "There is a debate 
going on, .although some people 
try to deny it." ■ 

The Times 


Brandenburg Grt» Berlin 


roads and railways. 

"Everything to do with build¬ 
ing has expanded enormously," 
says Brenke whose institute does 
not share the optimistic forecasts 
for economic growth. 

Signs of the consumer boom 
that followed the unification are 
everywhere. Vast out-of-town 
shopping centers and car show¬ 
rooms have mushroomed. The lit¬ 
tle grey Trabant in which families 
rushed to flee the country in 
November 1989 seems almost 
extinct on the streets. 

This has benefited the west 
Goman producers who moved 
with lightning speed to take 
advantage of foe new 16 million- 
strong market starved of luxury 
consumer goods. Western invest¬ 
ment was strong and many east 
German companies were taken 
over. East German production 
plummeted. 

What deeply concerns econo¬ 
mists such as Brenke is the lack 
of investment in industry, espe¬ 
cially such key sectors as 
machine building. He is worried 
about die emerging competition 
from such countries as Hungary 
and foe Czech Republic where 
wages are lower. 

Hopes that east Germany could 
be used as a springboard for 
exporting into eastern Europe and 
foe former Soviet Union were 
never realized The markets just 
collapsed overnight. 

There were mistakes, too, 
according ro the critics, 

Aftec.reurafiq#W 

foe emphasis was an. privatizing 


GDP: $151 ttffion 
Inflation: 9% 

Unemployment 16% 


the east German economy, 
mainly through foe agency set up, 
Treuha/uL With breathtaking 
speed foe agency sold off 13,000 
enterprises. Almost a quarter 
were closed down, costing more 
than two million jobs. 

DIW also blames the Bundes¬ 
bank interest rate policy. "The 
policy was absolutely wrong,” 
says Brenke. Although rates have 
now come down, short-term rates 
are still higher than long-term 
ones, discouraging industrial 
investment. 

The Bank's policy contributed 
to provoking or deepening foe 
recession in Europe, which is 
also an important reaso n for lack 
of investment in the east. When 
will the east Germans reach their. 
western brothers' standard of liv-. 
ing? "It is nonsense to discuss 
this," says Brenke. 

The transfer of the capital from 
Bonn to Berlin would give an 
impetus to development in the 
easL This will be followed by the 
teg banks, insurance agencies 
aim international companies 
which would not set up their 
headquarters in Berlin as long as 
it was ringed by concrete and 
steeL 

The investors at Checkpoint 
Charlie are gambling on this 
transfer of the seat- of power. 
.With the date for the move as 
vague as ever east German dis¬ 
content might yet grow. ■ 
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Middle East Beat 

by Khairi Janbek 


flThe floodgates of democracy have 
opened in the Arab world. The pio¬ 
neers of (his democratic Arab process 
have been His Majesty King Hussein 
of .Ionian, and King Hassan O of Mo¬ 
rocco. Despite foe age-long preten¬ 
tions of republicans, in tenns of the re¬ 
alization of people's aspirations, 
people's rule, nod the respect for hu¬ 
man rights, such did not move beyond 
the vacuous meaning of pure demago¬ 
gy. All the rhetoric of revolutionary, 
nationalistic, and religious precepts 
have been used and abased as an expe- King Hussein 
diency to justify the role of one Arab 
ruler or another in the kaleidoscope of 
Arab republicanism. 

French Revolution have manifested themselves as poor caricatures 
in Plato's Republic in foe Arab world. Direct elections in Arab 
republics have come to represent a rubber stamp approval of a 
president. The concept of productive criticism meant sedition, 
while loyal opposition has become synonymous with treason. The 
only means of opposition in the Arab republican systems have 
become that of innuendoes, and insinuations. Otherwise, the 
abhorrent violent alternative has been and still is being applied as 
foe only form of opposition. All 
attempts at humanizing Arab republi¬ 
canism stumbled at the first hurdle of 
despotism. Arab monarchies, particu¬ 
larly those of Iordan and Morocco, 
have often been accused of all sorts of 
(depending on the political 
colors of the accusers), but have 
shown that deeds.-not empty words, 
beliefs, and not labels, lead nations 
into prosperity, freedom, and equality. 

The stability of democracy in Jordan 
mid Morocco are due only to the 
efforts and firm belief of the two mon- 
archs of the two countries that, (he r . u „ 
legitimacy of government hes with foe Kutg Hassan 11 
people, and foe future course of events 
wiU be determined by the nation as a 
whole. 

The two countries in foe Arab world that boast of truly and 
freely elected multi-party legislatures showed that traditional polit¬ 
ical value judgments are no longer applicable in the Arab world, 
what really matters is an enlightened leadership. 

The concept of enlightenment must not be interpreted in its nar¬ 
row parochial sense, but rather in knowing the pulse of the street 
and the capability and resources of foe nation to preserve the gains 
it has achieved. The unwritten contract of trust between ruler and 
citizen is the basis of a just and civilized society. Otherwise, what 
would be the meaning of independents sitting side by side with the 
ideologically committed in the Moroccan parliament? 

What would be the meaning of an Islamist delegate sitting next 
to a secular or even communist deputy in the Jordanian Parlia¬ 
ment? Very dearly, regardless of political orientation, a deputy is 
primarily a citizen defending the rights of other dozens so they 
have a stake in bow- their country is governed. The freedom to 
elect automatically means foe responsibility of using one's vote 
wisely, as is the case in Morocco and Jordan, where citizens are 
up to foe task of pjutiripating in foe running of their country. 

That is not to say that the dozens of both countries are more 
deserving in exercising their democratic rights than elsewhere in 
-th& Arab'worid. This phenomenon- is worth sHidy^.'bedaus&Hhe 
ieudm-ef democracy appear to'eoine from -the monarchies bf the 
AJtfowei^Hh^erfoantiirrtwerflit ■ * ,M 1,nn 


King Hassan II 


AT THE BRAND NEW AL-WAUMA ■« 

FRESH MARKET, YOU CAN HAVE , , ’ y\ : J 

YOUR FILL OF THE OCEAN'S 

TREASURES. WITH FRESH FISH AND 

SEAFOOD GALORE. AND WHILE ||H9||B| 

YOU'RE SHOPPING FOR OYSTERS. I Mm M 

MUSSELS OR .LOBSTERS, WE WILL 

TEMPT YOU WITH THE FRESHEST 

MEAT AND VEGETABLES AROUND. 

COOKED HOW YOU WANT fT BUT ALWAYS TO PERFECTION! 
GOING TO THE MARKET HAS NEVER BEEN SO MUCH FUN! 

COME AND ENJOY! 

FOR RESERVATIONS PLEASE CALL TEL 607607 EXT. 4 
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By Adnan Vahya 
and Mahmoud Ai Abed 
Special to Tne Star 

NAPOLEON ONCE >aiJ 'fe; 
painting also has ii< canon: u.- 
thought," and those who fcno~. 
Mohammad Abu Zra : k '..cl! 
realize that he -.isuili} transform-' 
his thoughts focusing on his fig¬ 
ures. Renowned writer Lull* .'.I 
Khouli wrote "If you restrict an' 1 
freedom, you restrict tnoueht." ir 
this respect. Zraik’s- figures s:/r 
freedom—a unique uppliculis'r- o' 
John Lewis's phiic-sop.V.. 

T7ie camp being hi* home. 
Mohammad has always si:fierie 
the pain, bitterness arid arccler. c- ‘ 
camp life. Yet. his .-'mile net.- 
ceased, as if he 've r i Jef\ Ai fa-i 


^ h %&u- 





•-.ir-c his tools. 
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. ■■■«.:* Dali. Zraik 

• his artistic 
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ui«c topics. 
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•]i on canvas 
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ivii'C had a certain 
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■ — a symbol 

■ 'in- r.icre sensory 

. - in different 
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A true follower of Hegel. Zraik 
managed to depict the <. ainp j< 
his homeland, a notion whv.1: 
stemmed from the rhilc.-oph’c.-.! 
idea of partial consciousness ■> 
which the figures' human »\tlue L 
preserved. Or. in other words, u 
new version of Adonis’s vision. 
"The interior is too narrow :"oi 
me: the exterior doesn't belong to 
me. the first is my homeland.~i l w 
latter is ever.- other land." Adour 
and Abu Zraik were able, if '>nc 
interprets Hegel, to create a r^i'i- 
ity of their own oui of a pjriiai 
situation—Abu Zrai*.'» *Jv.- 
camp. 

Abu Zraik. who wa.- b*m ir. 
the village of Jusair in 1947. 
obtained his Diploma in art ii:J 
then a BA in Arabic lilcjtuv 
from Lebanon. There, acsihc.i: - 
and struggle combined to shape 
out his most profound 
experiment. 

Modest as he is. Abu Zraik :•* - 
man of pride and is uiicivurover- 
sially a leading figure in the J. 
danian an movement The phil- - 
sophical phases he goes ttirouj '■ 
always shape the development • •■’ 
his production, the most pro:rr- 
nent of which has been hi-: “stnic- 
tural approach.’' Nat only i - lie . 
great artist, but he is also a <h.iri* 
critic and thinker »ith logic .m. 1 
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holism until, be arrives at callig¬ 
raphy. Bui this variation serves to 
depict different images, emotions 
and definitions. But there is 
organic harmony with fascinating 
skillful plastic formation and 
warm colors. All of the compo¬ 
nents are indicative enough to 
elucidate the idea of cohesion. 

A question may be posed about 
the function of design in Abu 
Zraik's works. This can be 
answered in two ways: firstly, the 
presence of epics requires the 
impact of the figures and the 
avoidance of blank spaces while 
ensuring the perfection of the 
artistic construction. Secondly, 
the artist tries to avoid confusion 
which results in missing the idea 
of the pointing. So. though we 
find some similarity in his works, 
it is the style that repeats itself 
not the painting. Besides, design 
gives room to establish part- 
whole relations. As a result, the 
rhythm is set free to flow 
unimpeded. 

Mohammad Abu Zraik has 
always attracted the attention of 
critics and other artists. In his 
book "Plastic Alt in Palestine," 
the artist Ismail Shammout . 
wrote, "In both the form and the 
content, the artist makes use of 
realistic figures drawn from the 
local environment. Through sym¬ 
bolism, he expresses his thoughts 
and feelings wonderfully." As far 
as the critic Bias Jerges: "Abu 
Zraik's works are characterized 
by impressionistic dimension 
mingling with differtnr artistic 
influences. Besides a marvelous 
use of Arabic calligraphy, his 
painting contains two elements: 
land and horizon." Journalist and 
writer Mustafa Saleh wrote, 
"His colon and formations leap 
forward. He is very good at col¬ 
oring and expressing the content 
he wants." 

'v*ened under the patronage of 
Dr Mamdouh Al-Abbadi, 
Mayor of Amman. Abu Zraik's 
exhibition entitled Views showed 
a new phase in the artist's devel¬ 
opment. He defines his view as 
"the one which leads you into its 
essence through insight as well as 
sensory sight." ■ 



Agenda 


EXHIBITIONS 

«■ Hazim AI Zu’bis exhibition 
«ill be inaugurated under the 
Patronage of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor at Jordan Crafts 
Center. Tuesday 23 November at 
11:00 am. Exhibition runs until 
30 November. 

The French Cultural Center is 
hosting an exhibition of numis¬ 
matics by Ibrahim Omar in the 
period ranging from Alexander 
the Great till the present day. 
Exhibition runs until 25 
November. 

*■ Also at the French Cultural 
Center, an exhibition of lithogr- 
pahy by 10 famous artists living 
in France will be on display until 


The First Conference for the 
Preservation of Architectural 
Heritage 

•UNDER THE patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor 
the First Conference for the Preservation of Architectural 
Heritage in Jordan and the Arab World will open Satur¬ 
day, 20 November at the University of Jordan, Faculty of 
Engineering. 

Head of the preparatory committee, Dr Kamil Maha- 
din, said the conference will discuss 63 research papers 
submitted by 75 Arab and foreign scholars. Delegations 
representing Turkey, India. Britain, the United States, 
Germany, Saudi Arabia and other nations will participate 
in the conference. The five-day conference will discuss in¬ 
ternational, Jordanian and Arab experience in the preser¬ 
vation of architectural heritage. 
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Amman International Car Fair: 

Cars, cars, cars 



• THE 1994 Amman Internation¬ 
al Car Fair is being held, on the 
occasion of His Majesty Bang 
Hussein's birthday, at the Intema- 
I tional Auto Exhibition under the 
auspices of the General Union for 


Auto Agents and Spare Parts 
Dealers. 

The exhibition, which was un¬ 
der the patronage of His Majesty 
the King, was opened last Tues¬ 
day by His Royal Highness 


Prince FeSsaL 'has 
brought under - its 
roof 40 automotive 
and spare parts deal¬ 
ers to show the *94 
models that incorpo¬ 
rate the .'-latest tech¬ 
nology in the indns- 

hy- - V 

Mr Ziad Bnsta- 
my. Head of the 
Fair's Organization 
Committee, said that 
39 Jordanian compa¬ 
nies are participating 
in die exhibition 
each presenting the 
public with die latest 
models on fee mar¬ 
ket On the purpose 
of holding such a 
fair, Bustami said 
that car importing 
companies in Jordan wish - to 
show off next year's releases 
ahead of time. 

The exhibition continues until 
25 November. ' 


Safari for Men: 

Freshness and masculinity 


•THE MASCULINITY of Safari for Men, revealed 
in its unprecedented freshness, is contained within 
crocodile-imprint packaging, embossed in stiver to 
give a touch of authenticity to the most personal of 
life's accessories. 

The Safari for Men bottle also evokes a sense of 
refinement and culture: a cut-glass flask stamped 
with the Ralph Lauren monogram in silver metal and 
sealed .wife a cap inlaid with modk tortoiseshell. It - 
bears witness to the tradition, of.what has-been, ^. 

known for some centuries as the New World. ’ 

This humf ni« f i<* vision of man and nature in their 
broadest dimension is illustrated by a pure and so¬ 
phisticated olfactory aesthetic. 

The exoticism of precious woods—-vetiver, san¬ 
dalwood. pathouli—softened by the warmth of 
musk, underlies the heart notes which are brought 
together in a warm breath of aromatic herbs and 
spices and a sensual breeze of lavender and gerani¬ 
um. The natural freshness of the head notes is a 
sparking blend of classic hesperidics—lemon and 
bergamot—and of those rural, often wild plants: eu¬ 
calyptus, tarragon, attemesia. The botanical splen¬ 
dour of the open air! 

The most immense and mysterious terrain only 
come to light when living is without boundaries. 
Then, the object becomes essential, like an ultimate 
vessel for past memories and those yet to come. Re¬ 
membrance and hope. 
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17 November. 

w Alia AI Stand Aznonra is 
holding an exhibition of paintings 
at Ab'aad Art Gallery until 30 
November. 

Fahmi AI Qaysi's exhibition 
at Alia Art Gallery will run until 
23 November. 

** Ms Entisar Qaddoura's exhi¬ 
bition will run at Hotel InterCon¬ 
tinental until 23 November. 

*■“ Abdul Hameed Shaman Foun¬ 
dation is hosting an exhibition by 
Ammar Khammash until 3 
December at Darat Ai Funun. 

LECTURES 

«■ Spiritual Characteristics in 
Architecture: examples from 
Islamic and Eastern societies is 
the title of a lecture with slides 
by Gerhard Melghorner at the 
Goethe Institute, Wednesday 24 
November at 7:00 pm. 


arTeU Aba Hamid and the 
First Villages in the Jordan, 
Valley will be fee subject of a 
lecture by Dr Genevieve DoJlfus, 
Monday, 22 November. 

CONCERT 

*•“ The British Council and fee 
NMC/Noor AI Hussein Founda¬ 
tion, in association with Forte 
Grand Hotel will present the 
Cambrian Brass Quintet in a 
cocktail concert, Tuesday, 23- 
November at 7 JO pm. 

FILMS 

■w Part II of the movie version of 


A Tale of Two Cities will be 
screened at the British Council, 
Wednesday 24 November at 7:00 
pm. 

**■ The American Center will 
screen fee sci-fi movie Inner- 
space, Thursday Y& November at 
5:00 pm. On Sunday, 21 Novem¬ 
ber. The Omega Man will also 
be screened at 5:00 pin. 

*r Two films will be shown at 
the French Cultural Center. The 
short film. Like the Hand's Fin¬ 
gers and the long film, TbeJLov- 
ers ai Font-Nenf Bridge. 
Screening starts at 8:00 jan, Mon¬ 
day, 22 November. • - - 
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VANDA HOTEL — "LEBANON" 


MAGNIFICENT PANORAMIC VIEW OVER LOOKING 
THE BAY OF JOUNIEH; 

SINGLE ROOM WITH BREAKFAST PER NIGHT 
US$32.- 

DOUBLE ROOM WITH BREAKFAST PER PERSON PER 
NIGHT; US$26.- 

THE ABOVE RATES ARE SUBJECT TO ADDITIONAL 
10% GOV. TAX 
+ 10% SERVICE CHARGE 

WE PROVIDE AIR TICKET & JETT BUS 
TRANSPORTATION FOR GROUPS 

THE ABOVE OFFER VALID AS OF 14 NOVEMBER 93 
TILL 20 DECEMBER 93 

FOR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL: 
AQUAMARINA TOURS & TRAVEL 
TEL: 31 6250/112/3 


ARIES (21 March-19 April): 
Travel plans could get botched. 
Allow extra time ana-money. Do 
what you're told. Finish a paper. 
TAURUS (20 APRIL-20 
MAY): Don't spend too 
much money. Fol¬ 
low a hunch in 
romance. Finish up 
a big project, eveo 
if its not due for a 
while. 

GEMINI (21 
May -21 Jane): 

Make time for 
exercise wife yoor 
favorite partner. 

The week could be 
a grind, but achiev¬ 
ing your goals 
could depend on 
what you do now. 

CANCER (22 
Jnne-22 July): 

Don't depend on a 
flaky partner. You 
be fee stability in the relation¬ 
ship! You'll get lots done. 

LEO (23 Jiuy-22 August): Have 
fun, but stay independent. Get 
together with a friend. IflteUcctu- 


wife you for years. Take careful 
notes, especially on a domestic 
matter ’ 

SCORPIO (24 October-" ^2T" 
November): You are hot all 
week, but- don't pro¬ 
crastinate. Decline a 
risky position. Con¬ 
centrate and you'll 
buzz though a tough 
job. 

SAGITTARIUS 


(22 November-21 

December): You 11 




ally, you’ll be superior. 

VIRGO (23 Angust-22 Septem¬ 
ber): You are slurp as a tack tins 
week. You may have to deal-wife, 
domestic matters. 

LIBRA (23 September-2? Octo¬ 
ber): A funny lesson will stay 


be in a good mood, ' 
but doox talk too 
much! Get something 
for a friend, to pay 
back a debt. You • 
may have to" bay 
more equipment: or. 
tools to do the job. 
CAPRICORN (22 
December-19 Janu¬ 
ary): Scurry to meet. 
a deadline. Get a ; 
romantic commitment, if you 
can. Discuss long-ranee goals. 
AQUARIUS (20 January-10 - 
February): Make travel plans, 
even if you cant get away. Pay 
attention to what isn't being said 
by an attractive boss. 

■PISCES (19 Fetunary-2(k 
March): If an authority figure is : 
talking nonsense, -maybe it's a - 
joke. You may find romance,-6r 
anew friend . 





► 



6 - 'Waiting for the gos iruut 

^ .WINTER [HAD arrived. I could fed f 
. bear fee wmd howling' and fee rnn pelting *S** TKl : 

WindOWS." •: . J Mil in nhtiri. 


SSZZrnSSi*** winter 

”■ for my faxmly as well, and there wasat even a drop c- ._ 

•Jn any gas cyfinder in the house. much was 

I took^a deep breath and surveyed fee area. Npt *^n 
; happening days.- Work on the new building VP 
across,theroad was almost at a standstill- Tlw ■_ 

vitwe obviously-shaking from fee cold as » seemed ttat tnc> 
. were taking a tong time doing even fee supplest j' 

; ; On .feemain^Md I could sec lots of cars gumg fee way and 

Amoved away from fee window and hoped Jj* * *”5^ ^ 

- the usual loud bom. It was the end of fee month and 1 was 

; cold: I had to change my gas cylinder..- 

- - I was rather restless by now. 1 kept pacing around the house 
There was hot much to do. Maybe there was. but I was too anx- 
ious to settle doWri and do anything. 

I remembered, then, that I had two telephone numbers fur 
emergencies. I called fee first. The man was rather rude and Ik 
said be couldn't help me. All the company's cars were out, but 
if 1 had a'car I could come and collect a full tank mysclt. f 
laughed and hung up. Typical. 1 feoughL If I'd have known 
how to change a gas cylinder (without being half temfied 
. the idea), I would have an extra tank at home or I d ha^'e gone 
directly to his company without this bother—I was on the 
verge of.hysteria! What was going to happen to lunch. My 
after lunch coffee- ritual? My son's dinner? Our dinner, etc. etc. 
etc.? - 

In fee meantime there was still no sign of the gas truck. The 
nquat obnoxious hom used to torment us at flU hours of the day. 
But today, of course, not a single one was anywhere near— 

only because I was in dire need of a new gas cylinder. 

I suddenly beard a distant beeping noise. I ran out to our bal¬ 
cony nnf l waited. I thought to myself that my .anxiety was like 
a woznan in love, waiting for ber loved one who was latef _ 

I went back inside disappointed; it was just another ordinary 
car. 1 dialed the second number—my last .resort. The man was' 
.just as lin plgjKpnt; however he did gave me some (false) hope, 
fie said their car was (t?y unbelievable coincidence) in our area 
■and if I would just vrait patiently for it, I would be able to hear 
it soon. Desperate. i.dCdded to believe hhn and I continued to 
wait. 

My husband was soon to amvc and I still □ ceded a gat 
cylinder.' 

As I waited, I walked over to fee stove one last time and 
derided to fry it again. Maybe I was wrong—perhaps there 
were just a few more drops of gas. I was wrong of course. The 
flames had died a long time ago. 

' The door bcIFrang. I opened the door to my husband who 
was cheerful This ★as not the time for a good mood, I 
■ feoughL T was aggressive and snapped at him as 1 explained 
thy dilemma to hhn. He wasn't helpful—he said I should wait. 

I did nor want to'go into all fee details so I kept quiet: 1 had 
been waiting several hours now. 

:-After.much remorse I derided to. go pick up some pizza. 1 
was so frustrated and^angity! Will there ever be'ari alternative 
to this nerve, wreddug "beeping system"*?!?! ■ 



" “Well, sir, my client says fte wasn’t having any fun, 

and that you jiist kept chasing bhn and chasing him 

around this little bush—and that's when he 
deckled to pop you one.” 
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THE STAR 7 


Jourdain 


* ®*W>lement en frangais du Star 


Villages de couleurs 

0 Depuis toajours, Ammar Khammash s’est pris de passion pour les peats villages 
jordaniens. Architects , U a etudid leur urbanisme. Photographer it a archive plus 
de 12 000 vues du Royaume. Chercheur f il a multiplii les conferences et public 
one brochure. Passionne, il a contribue d la sauvegarde du village d'Um Queiz. 
Peintre, enfin, il fixe a Vhuile eta la gouache la silhouette de batiments immacu- 
les noyis dans la verdure. 

La galerie Darat al Funun de la Fondation Shoman consacre a cet amoureux du 
Royaume une grande exposition jusqu'au 3 decembre. Avec Slegance, Ammar 
Khammash suggere en quelques traits un environnement mi-urbain, mi-ruraL 
L’inspiration est toujours la mime, mms Vensemble offre une grande diversite. 
Vartiste saitjouer avec les formats et les angles de vue. Plus surprenant, la pein- 
ture d'iUments architectureux sur des morceaux de bois. Ainsi reviles,; les villag¬ 
es degagent une douceur de vivre toute orientale. 
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Culture 


Courts metrages 
pour grand ecran 

De jeunes realisateurs decident de faire revivre le 7eme Art jordanien. Rencontre 
avec le metteur en scene de cinq courts metrages. Production soignee et images chocs. 



UN FILM a change sa des tin fee. 

A 20 ans. Nabil Shoumali venaii 
tfobtemr une bourse pour suivre 
des dtudes de mfedeeine. Et sou- 
dain, sa vie bascule. Il entre dans 
un cin£ma et voit "On achfeve 
bien les cheyaux". Un choc. "J'ai 
alors compris que le cinema 6taii 
le meilleur moyen pour exprimer 
ses sensations, ses idees. Eire ci- 
neaste est devenu le but de mon 
existence", con fesse-t-il. 

Vingt ans plus tard. Nabil 
Shoumali rfialise son reve. Dans 
le desert du 7feme art jordanien. il 
est train de produire et de r£aliser 
cinq courts metrages. Son ambi- 
tioir les projeter dans le monde 
entier. "Nous devons prouver que 
nous sommes capables de faire 
du cinema en Jordanie el pas 
seulemenl de la television". 

De notorictfe, le cinema jordani¬ 
en est mon. Les productions des 
annees 60 et 70 sont lointaines et 
oubliecs. En apparence. le trait 
est tire. Mais, des passionn6s de 
la pcllicule existent bcl et bien 
dans le Royaume. Depuis peu, ils 
vcnlcnt *pafeer" a Tacte r Un'5effiiV u '" 
Jordanien a mis un long menage 
en chanticr. les projels de courts 
se multiplient. Four aboutir. ils ne 
doivent compter que sur leur pas¬ 
sion. 

Avant dc crier "moteur!". le 
parcours est long cl difficile. Na¬ 
bil Shoumali est d'abord passe 
par 1c theatre, eomme acleur. puis 
comme metteur cn seine. Pen¬ 
dant cinq ans, il s'exile il Prague 
pour suivre des cours dans une 
prestigieusc dcolc de rinfema. 
"Une fetape obligaioirc". selon lui. 
“Le miiier de cinfeaste ne 
s'improvisc pas. 11 faut acquferir 
les techniques, parfaire sa cul¬ 
ture''. 



Shoumali et Abdel Akim Jalila. 


njottrH'- rialisi^par^ deva^jordaiden^'^dbA ,L 


A son retour A Amman. Nabil 
Shoumali cherche en vain & ex¬ 
ploiter son savoir-faire. Seul de- 
bouchfe: la tflfevision. Pendant 
dix ans, il realise des pro¬ 
grammes pour le petit ecran jor¬ 
danien. Des amides de frustra¬ 
tion. AujourdTiui, il se lance. 

"A mes yeux, lc principal int6- 
rCt du cindma est de permettre un 
dialogue avec le monde entier. 
En tdldvision. le public est fored- 
ment local. Le cindma est univer- 
sel". Cette profession de foi est 
ma! comprise par ses corapatri- 
oces. Cest en vain que Nabil 


Shoumali a cheicfad un soutien au 
minis tfere de la Culture et dans 
les institutions culturelles du 
pays. Pour financer le ddpart de 
sa canidne de cindaste, le rdalisa- 
teur a trouvd de l'aide auprfes de 
ses amis et de sa famille. 

Trois des cinq courts mdtrages 
sont dejfe en boSte. Chacun a de- 
mandd deux jouts de toumage, 
mais la prdparalion dure depuis 
plusieurs mois. "Je ne laisse au- 
cune place A Timprovisation. 
Chaque plan est pensd. Le story¬ 
board est scmpuleusement suivi", 
explique Nabil Shoumali. Une 


Expo 


ddmarche exigeante qui tranche 
avec les habitudes de la tdldvision 
jordanienne. Objectif: qualitd. 

Cameraman et matdriel sont 
vemis dltalie. Les premiers 
toumages sont en 16 mm, mais 
les deux prochains courts mdtrag¬ 
es se ferom en 35 mm. Le ddve- 
loppement. le montage et la post- 
synchronisation se ddroulent ac- 
tuellement A Rome. ,r Nous 
n'avons pas de professionnels 
qualifies ni de boos dquipements 
techniques id", ddplore le rdalisa- 
teur jordanien. "En payant tout, 
chaque film coQterait pas moins 


de 20 000 dollars. GrSce au bd- 
□fevolat. je n'en ddbourse que 
7000". 

Pour lire credible sur le plan 
intenmiional, Nabil Shoumali a 
choisi de soigner la forme. Mais. 
ce n'est pas tout Chaque petit 
film est porteur d'un message 
fort, parfois mdme iconodaste. 
Son pari: supprimer les dia¬ 
logues. "L'image. le son, la rou- 
sique doivent suffirent. Des dia¬ 
logues en arabe auraient empechfe 
de toucher un large public". Au- 
cun signe ne situe Taction en Jor- 
dam'e, les th femes sont universe Is 
et doivent pouvoir fitre compris 
"de New-York A Tombouctou". 

Asservissemem de la femme, 
ddmission des parents face A leurs 
enfants, impirissance de J'etre hu- 
main : chaque film de dnq min¬ 
utes est l'occasion de ddnoocer 
une tare de nos soddtds. Un cind- 
ma d'auteur. pour ne pas dire en- 
gagd. Dans "La robe", Nabil 
Shoumali met en sefene une splen- 
dide jeune femme. Cheveux 
-longs.robe-colonfee, elle personni- 
■ : fie fell bend. Soudain. son -pfefe Id 
raihfene 3? fa maison. Des femme£ 
vofldes de noir Tentourent, lui 
coupent les cheveux, d&birent sa 
robe et Hiabillent A leur image. 
Ombre parmi les ombres, son vis¬ 
age finit par db'sparaftre deni fere 
les baneaux d'uoe fenfetre... 

"A chacun d'interprdter!", lance 
le rdalisateur. L'idde originale est 
d'une jeune femme, Jawaher Ra- 
faia. Le sednario du deuxifeme 
film, "Bonjour!", est de Nabil 
Shoumali lui-meme. La mise en 
sefene est co-signde avec Abdel 
Akim Jalila, dtudiant en cindma 
en ce moment fe Rome. En par- 
allfele, on suit un groupe d'enfants 
et un groupe de militaires. Les 


Demiere image du court metrage "La robe". La jeune 
femme , symbole de liberty estdevenue une ombre... 


premiers sont endiman- 
chds par leurs parents 
comme pour une fete 
d'adieu. les seconds prdp- 
arent leurs armes avec 
minutie et sensualiid. 
Cette atmosphere de ten- 
dresse et de douceur se 
ddchire a la demiere im¬ 
age: les soldats exdcutent 
les enfants. 

"Ne pas prdparer ses 
enfants A leur vie future, 
ne pas les dduquer, dqui- 
vaut A les condamner A 
mort, le sourire aux 
Ifevres. Ne pas agir pour 
stopper les guenes con¬ 
duit A faire de ses enfants 
les prochaines victimes". 
rdsume Je meneur en 
sefene. De la meme 
maniere, le troisifeme 
film, "La ddcouvene", est 


une parabole sur 

Tisolement, Timpuissance 

et le manque de commu- Prionte a la qualite: cameraman et 
nication entre les materiel viennent d'Italic. 

j borrpnes..;. Ces fables 
' cradles som-foin des machines A & cind ast e 
reyer praduites paries Amdri- "Ces fi]ms - Made in Jortlan » 
cams. Depuis des anndes, nous vom sQremem susciter r a nention, 
sommes envahis par des images iIs ^ ^ Ensuite. il me 

*«» facile de concretise des 

La post-production achevde A cl o d c e J™“f" 

Rome, Nabil Shoumali reviendra ZT ■*, ■ ? Shoumali. 

toumer les deux demiere films le producuon 

mois prochain A Amman. En- <run long mdtrage 1 elf prochain, 
suite, un calendrier prfecis est ddjfe Tout ddpendra des contacts qu'il 
au point avec la participation A nouera en Europe ou ail leurs lore 
plusieurs festivals du court md- de festivals. Enfin cindaste. Nabil 
trage en France et en Italie, jus- Shoumali est confiant ct ambi- 
qu'en juin. Le rdalisaieur ne tieux: "Je viens juste de franchir 
dherche pas A rentabiliser son in- le premier pas ct jc nc comptc pas 
vestissement financier immddi- m’aiTeier la". ■ 
are mem. Ces films constituent 

plutot sa premiere carte de visite Florent Chevolle 


Florent Chevolleau 


Jordanie 


Express 


PARLEMENT - Le nou¬ 
veau Pnrlcment issu dos 
elections du 8 novembre 
se reunira pour la pre¬ 
miere fois lc 22 novem¬ 
bre. La session ordinaire 
dc quatre mois doit dc- 
butcr lc ler decembre. 
Des changcmcnts dans 
1'equipc gouvernemen- 
lale sont aussi a l'ordre 
du jour, mais Abdul Ma* 
jali pourrait conserver 
son paste de Premier 
minislrc. 

SENAT - L'excrcicc du 
Senat actucl arrive a son 
terme le 22 novembre 
prochain. On s'attend a 
cettc occasion a un rc- 
nouveUcment des sena- 
teurs a la lumiere du re- 
sultnts des elections 
legislatives. Abdul Latif 
Arabiyat, ancien speak¬ 
er de l'Assemblee, battu 
la semaine demiere 
pourrait ainsi y trouver 
un siege. Au Roi dc choi- 
sir. 

PETROLE 

L'exploitation de ses 
schistes bitumineux per- 
mettrait a la Jordanie de 
produire a terme 35 mil¬ 
lions dc barrils petrole, 
scion !c ministre de 
l'Energie. Les conditions 
d'exploitation ne sont 
pas encore determiners. 

FOOT - L'Ambassade 
de France organise, sa- 
medi 20 novembre. a 
partir de 15h. un tour- 
noi de football inter- 
ecoles. Sept equipes, 
composees d'enfants de 
7 a 10 ans, se rencontre- 
ront sur le terrain des 
sports de 1'universite de 
Jordanie: deux jorda- 
niennes (College de la 
Salle), deux franchises, 
deux americaines et une 
bresilienne. 


Artisanat 


Estampes d'aujourd'hui Broder pour vivre 

M* tJr Plus de 5000 femmes vivent en Cisiordanie en brodant robi 


La oravure est a Thonneur au Centre culturel frangais jusqu’au 30 novembre. Dix chefs de 
° file de la peinture contemporaine y exposent leurs estampes. Suivez le guide... 


Plus de 5000 femmes vivent en Cisjordanie en brodant robes 
et coussins pour la Societe In'ash el Usra. Des travaux 
minutieux en vente, jusqu'a demain, au CCR. 


NOMBREUX SONT ceux qui Cen 
out encore le tort dc croire que la fane 
gra^mre est moins noble que la dans 
peinture. Cette fausse idfee plex 

s'explique par le fait que jusqu h mon 
Prevention de la phoiographie, et dc c 
surtoul de la photogravure, on vant 

sen est servi comme seul moyen de 1 
cxistam pour rcproduire des mais 

oeuvres originates et en particulier er: u 
des pcimures. P° ur 

Ce discredit, en aucun cas, ne uc. 
saurait aujourdTiui s'appliquer A T< 

une gravure originale. Cclle-ci est ce 

Treuvre d un crtiatcur et non plus > 
d-un copicur. Et cepcndant. cite ant 
rebutc encore parcc quelle est mun 

difficile: ct pour I artiste et pour cieh 

! amateur. . 

Us principaux precedes, diffi- «* 
cilcment d&clables par lc jlo- ^ 

phyte. sont: la gravure sur bois strac 

(ou scylogrj-_ 

phic). en rdicl, :- 

la gravure **ur ; 

atetaf cciiivtc. | . 

acicr ou zinc>. f | ■ 

en crcux: cl la j ■ 

grasure > ur m 

prem* iou It- 

lhographic). en mm i V4| 
aplat Mais tout f • / JJf I 
se compliquc 

techniques sc | 

Tinfini vLhvF 

na pas dr|W 
moms dc Jb 

claque Ccolc 0 

rfetmeme la __ 

gravure. --- 

‘ u peinture extreme 

r^r £ marque ler /t urret tie 


Centre culture! frangais n'est pas 
faite pour aider A raieux voir 
dans Turn vers, 6 com bien com- 
plexe. de la gravure. 11 s'agit de 
montrer quelques oeuvres gravfees 
de dix peintres frangais, ou vi- 
vant en France, qui ne font pas 
de la gravure pour la gravure, 
mais pour ce qu'elic peut appon- 
er: un proefede de multiplication, 
pour toucher un plus vaste pub- 

tic. , . . 

Tons-ces artistes font pame de 
ce qu'on pourrait appeler 
I'actueUe Ecole dc Paris, en pnSei- 
sant toutefois qu'ils n'ont en com- 
mun que de vivre sous un mfeme 
ciel. ils viennent, en vfentfe, 
dTwrizons opposes, portfes par 
des courants bien disu'ncts: neo- 
cubisme. nfeo-surrfeaHsme, ab¬ 
straction libre. nouvelle figurar 

□on. support- 

_surface...etc... 

| Ces dix peintres 

j sont parmi les 

J plus reprfsema- 

lifs de ces dif- 
fferenis mouve- 

Commengons 
MA "alphab^tiquem 

1 Mn enf par AJe- 

I chinsky. Ce tou 

I ^ peinture. 

MM I I sous une appa- 

IfkJ I rente ctesinvol- 

]M ¥ Hire, est en train 

dc devenir un 
des plus grands 
> | peintres de no- 

[jc temps- il 
parvienl il nous 
emouvoir avec 

-- cc qu'il pne- 

emc orientate micro '^on 
de Tel Ci*at. pourrait pa.n- 


dre pour des "loupfes", mais 

qui, trfes vite, s'imposent A-**^ 

comme d'origjnaies fevidenc- ^ ^ 

Hferitifere de la bande dessi- J 

nfee et du graffiti, la pemhire /V, •— 

de Combas. qu'il appelle ses ^^B i 

"gribouillages", assume hon- ] 

nStemenl son "inculture artis- _^H||^Bi qMk 

tique". Ce n'est pas pour se Jr\ 

raoquer qu'il peint de fagon I W ^ ^ 

caricaturale, mais pour mieux __ 

s'envoler en emportam ses Mf 

famasmes. ■ 1^1 

Les a;uvrcs d'Olivier Debr6 B^^BB 
sou faites de grands espaces 

presque vides qui semblent J j f 

garder des traces fugitives —W 1 / SM 

comme la zfebrurc d'un vol 1 'JB Sr c= ~~l 

d’oiseau sur fond bleu, le sil- 

lage (Tun poisson sur un fond -i-- 

Umoneux ou les plis d'un ri- B£tion a choisi Ja j iguratio ^ 
deau que le vent went d agjter. n 


o 

'it, i. 


i:-U\ 


|BB 

reste sous influence cubiste. 


Jean Le Gac est un peintre 
qui fait rfever un peintre rfevfi. 
Peu lui importe d'Stre A la mode. 
Il cherche A citer avec Ja passion 
de quelqu'un qui sail avoir 
quelque chose & due et le dit de 
toutes Jes fagons qui lui semblent 
efficaces en mfelangeant dessin, 
peinture, photo, collage... 

Passfe par Tabstraction et le cu- 
bisme, Hfelion a optfe pour la figu¬ 
ration mais en utilisam les espac¬ 
es inventfes par le cubisme. C est 
ainsi qu'il arrive A faire fusionner 
la chose vue. la chose congue et 
- la chose rfev£e. Il nous dfeharasse 
de tout prfejuge formel pour nous 
aider A "simplement" voir. 

Mans, ce sunfealiste nomade, 
Chilien vivant A Paris, ne peint 
que I'irrfeel, ce qui s'invente, ce 
qui se rfevc. Sur des espaces lumi- 
neux et inquifetants. il ferige des 
totems ou fait danser des fetres 


vemis tTailleurs. Ce pdntre- 
sorrier manipule des images nfees 
d'un inconsdau infonnel, le siea 
mais aussi le n6tre, pour nous 
faire voir autant que rfefifechir. 

Depuis longtemps non- 
figuratif, Tal Coat est forteraent 
influenefe par la peinture extrSme 
orientale. Il utilise des hum feres 
fetranges et mystferieuses. Celies- 
d traversent la man fere pour nous 
faire deviner que les choses les 
plus humbles ont. el les aussi, one 
vie intferieure. 

Titus Carmel, cet "arpenteur de 
I'absence" comme le dfefinissait 
Jean Clair, est avant tout un des¬ 
si nateur. Vue, revue par lui, toute 
rfealiti se transforme en imagi- 
naire et nous fait perdre nos refer¬ 
ences. 11 nous place dans un uni- 
vers "dfeconcrfetisfe" oil tout est 
prtftexte A Tamalgame. 


D'uoe extrfemc felfegance, 
Tabstraction de Jean Voss fait de 
son espace picturai un dpi- 

gramme codfe. On croit y voir des 

objets, des personnages, dans des 
situation oocasses ou crueltes. 
Cest un ddsordre qui engendre 
un absurde pofetique et plein 
d’humour. 

Claude VialJat, lui, est un mini- 
maliste baroque. Tout lui est sup¬ 
port pour peindre une forme nais- 
sante, ni gdomfetrique, ni 
Oiganique (son cfelfebre haricoO. 
Rdpfitde A Tinfinj. elle est deve¬ 
nue le leitmotiv de toute son 
oeuvre. Les variations intervien- 
nent par le biais de supports, par¬ 
fois incongms, et par le jeu des 
couleurs qui nous rappeUe Ma- 1 
tisse. ■ 

Noel Fa v relie re 


"MA ROBE est le symbole de ma 
culture", affirme Sarnia, Jorda- 
nienne d'origine paJestinienne. 
Bendvolement, elle est venue aid¬ 
er a la vente des broderies de la 
Socidtd In'ash el Usra exposdes 
au Centre culture! royal, ju&qu'fe 
demain. Pour l'occasion, elle a re- 
vetu une longue robe aux cou¬ 
leurs chatoyantes. LTiabil tradi- 
tionnel de son village d'origine. 
Beer al Sabeli. au Sud de la Pal¬ 
estine. 

"Sauver notre heritage culturel 
er artisanal est une i3che primor- 
diale. Cest fe cela que s'emploie la 
Socidtd In'ash e! Usra depuis 
biemdt trente ans en erfeant des 
emplois pour les plus pauvres". 
explique Sarnia. 5500 femmes 
brodent, en effet. dans toute la 
Cisjordanie pour ceue socidtfe. in- 
stallfee prfes de Ramallah. 

Cette actjvitfe de broderie A 
domicile est souveni la seule 

source de revenus de la famille. 
La sori&fe foumit patrons er ma- 
tferiaux. Pour une robe, il faut 
compter de six mois a un an de 
travail h la main. Le point de 
croix reprfesente une aubaine dans 
des families oil le pfere ou le frfere 
est en prison. 

Coussins, linge de uble, ch&les, 
vestes... La broderie palesti- 
niertne se decline A Tinfini. 
Chaque Symbole gfeomfetrique ou 
floral possfede un nom. fl marque 
avec precision le village d'origine 
de Tobjet "Par exemple. on re- 
connaft que ma robe vient de 
Beer a! SabeTi car les couleure 
sont trfes vives el lea motifs um- 
quement gfeomfetriques. Ce sont 
les marques d'une ville du dfe- 
sert", explique Samia. "Les robes 
de la ville fertile de Jaffah por¬ 


tent. par contre. des motifs flo- 
raux". 

Sur les stands du Centre cultu¬ 
re! royal, e'est une diibauche de 
couleurs et de formes. Astu- 
cieusement. ccrtaines robes ne 
sont pas encore cousues pour 
pouvoir s'adapter a tous les tours 
de taille... Le fond est ecru ou 
noir, comme ie veut la tradition. 
Les travaux sur fond noir sont les 
plus couteux car les plus difficiles 
a rfealiser. Entre une sen’ictte dc 
table et une robe couverte de mil- 
liers de poinls, J'fetiquette affiehe 
de 10 a 600 DJ! 

En Cisjordanie. la Socidle In'ash 
el Usra est un veritable empire 


pour aider les femmes ct leur fa¬ 
mine. Chaque annfee. elle forme 
dans six centres 200jeunes aux me¬ 
tiers de eouturiere. secretaire, infir- 
mitrc...cic... Elle prend en charge 
1 'education d'orphetincs. aide men- 
suellemcnt des families dans la 
mi sc re. envoie des vetements aux 
prisonniers et soigne dans ses cen¬ 
tres medicaux. En plus de la brode¬ 
rie, la SoeieuS dfeveloppc d'autres 
activites commerciales, cn paniculi- 
cr dans Tali mentation, avec une 
boulangcrie. ei dans la confection, 
avec la production de vetements 
pour enfants et de lingerie. 


ARRftYF0RTHEFesr '^s e4S( 

ARTISTS ORIGINALS 
SPECIAL GIFTS 
CRAFT TRADITIONS 
POT-POURRI 7 


BEST SELECTION OF GREETING CARDS 


THE GALLERY 

HOTEL JORDAN INTERCONTINENTAL 
TeLt 641361 EXT: 2183 
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Programs on 
JTV from 
20-26 Nov. 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 

SATURDAY 

08:30 — The Fanelii Boys 
09:00—Da Beat’s On 
09 JO —- Perspectives 
10:00 — News at Ten 
10:20 — Feature Film: Crimi¬ 
nal Behavior. A diligent female 
attorney starts with a simple 
case of robbery w hich turns out 
to be a huge criminal plot. 

SUNDAY 

08:30 — You Bet Your Life, 
with Bill Cosbv. 

09:10 — Thirty Something. 
Suzanne goes to work in New 
York while Gan- takes care of 
their daughter. 

10:00 — News at Ten 
10:20 — Doc: Legacy "China." 
In search uf the Chinese legacy, 
Michael Wood travels from 
Buddhist Monasteries, down 
the Yellow River to China's 
sacred mountain and witnesses 
the 254th birthday celebration 
of Confucius. 

11:10 — The Golden Palace. 
Rose oilers an old woman a 
room at the hotel to save her 
from ending up in a retirement 
home. 

MONDAY 

08:30—Delta 

09:10 — The House Of Eliott. 
Erie's life is turned upside 
down when a man she knew 
before unexpectedly comes 
back into her life. 

10:00 — News at Ten 
10:20 — Chancer. Last Epi¬ 
sode. Will Dex take on the 
gangster Roman who's after 
Anna? And what will Dex do, 
now that he realizes he's a sin¬ 


gle parent? 

TUESDAY 

08:30 — Night Court. During 
Judge Stone's vacation, lawyer 
Christine is put in jaO after 
quarreling with the substitute 
judge. 

09:10 — Brand New Life. Bar¬ 
bara is in court to defend Laird 
who unjustly received a ticket. 
10:00— News at Ten 
10:20—Feature Film: Camflle. 
Set in 1874 Pam, this classic 
film is about an unfulfilled love 
affair. 

WEDNESDAY 

08 JO — Head of the Class 
09:00 — Documentary: Mira¬ 
cle of the Scarlet Woman. A 
documentary about salmon 
fish. 

10:00 — News at Ten 
10:20 — Mini Series: Contract 
for Murder. Starring Cybil 
Shepherd. Faith starts a new 
life with Marcos and they go 
off to Spain. 

THURSDAY 

08 JO—Family Matters 
09:00 — Reasonable Doubts. 
Maggie the lawyer defends a 
famous hockey player charged 
with killing a man during a 
fight. 

10:00 — News at Ten 
10:20 — Movie of the Week: 
Midnight Run. Starring Robert 
De Nero and Charles Godin. 
Jack Walsh (De Nero) is a 
bounty hunter sought by the 
FBI for many years. Walsh is 
followed from one state to 
another as he chases and cap¬ 
tures a gang leader for a large 
sum of money. 

: vx,' ra=*c.Tas35«2et j i 


FRIDAY 

08JO — ENG. "Sen¬ 
sational" news is now 
covered more heavily 
on Channel 10 follow¬ 
ing the take over by 
millionaire Adam 
Hersh. Adam and Anne 
decide to take action 
against these measures. 
0x10 — Faces and 
Places. 

10:00—News at Ten 
10:20 — Blackheath 
Poisoning 

11:10 — Are You 

Being Served 

PROGRAMMES 

FRANQAIS 

SAMEDi 

05:30 — Pif et 

Hercule 

05:41 — L'Ecole des 
Fans 

06:30 — Beaumanoir 
07:00— Le Journal 
07:15 — Usfauafa 

DIMANCHE 


5 JO — Film: Une Partie En 
Trap (Part 2) 

07:00—Le Journal 
07:15—FfenEtre Str 

LUNDI 

05JO — Les Aventnriers de 
L'espace 

06:00 — Omnisciences 
06:30 — Maguy 
07:00—Le Journal 
07:15 — Magazine Sportif 

MARDI 

05 JO — Le Monde Sous- 



Robert De Nero stars in Midnight 
Run, Thursday at 10:20 pm 


Marin 

06:00 — Beaumanoir 
07:00 —Le Journal 
07:15 — VarMtfc 

MERCREDI 

05 JO— Ordy 

06:00 — Sports: NBA 

07:00 — Le Journal 

07:15— Le Journal de 

L'Histoire 

JEUD1 

05 JO — Surprise Sur Prise 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Rencontre 

VENDREDI 

05 JO — Le Monde est £ Vous 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Orient Sur Seine 








s newest 



By Atiya Singh 

AN ENGLISH lourisi was baf¬ 
fled to hear [wo Indians talking 
recenih in a busy Delhi bus. "1 
am vkthan sorry y\nv\" said one 
to the other. The Englishman 
scratched his head in unravel the 
meaning of ,Un//i it cry) and 
ytuir i friend). He should not have 
even tried for he was not hearing 
his mother-tongue but Hindlish. a 
mix lure of Hindi and English. 
Hindlish is India's fastest grow¬ 
ing patois. 

It owes it* origins to Hindi 
films and film magazines pro¬ 
duced in Bombay. India's film 
ciiv B"ih me Hindlish in their 


scripts and writings. With the 
growing popularity of Hindi 
films and magazines in neighbor¬ 
ing Nepal. Pakistan, Bangladesh 
and the Gulf region, Hindlish has 
already become a transnational 
dialect. 

Already more than 300 words 
of Indian origin are listed in the 
Oxford Dictionary. 

Through literal translation of 
many Indian expressions, novel¬ 
ists such as Mulk Raj Anand 
have enriched the English lan¬ 
guage. Anand claims to have 
contributed more than 50 words 
to the Oxford Dictionary's sup¬ 
plement of words from the 
Indian subcontinenL 


Says Raja Rao, another emi¬ 
nent Indian novelist writing in 
English: "As long as we are truly 
Indian...we shall have the Eng¬ 
lish language with us and 
amongst us...as one of our own, 
of our caste, our creed, our sect 
and of our tradition." 

With the growing popularity of 
Indian authors such as Anita 
Desai, RK Narayan, CC Desani, 
Manohar Malgoankar, Indo- 
English expressions have 
reached an international 
audience. 

Hindlish grew up in the film 
studios and back lanes of Bom¬ 
bay. It emerged as a tool of com¬ 
munication among the 150.000 
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The National Music Conservatory/ 
Noor Al-Hussein Foundation 
and 

The British Council 
in association with Forte Grand Hotel 

PRESENT 

CAMBRIAN BRASS QUINTET 

in a cocktail concert 

at the Forte Grand Hotel Ball Room 
Tuesday, November 23rd 
Cocktails: From 7.30pm 
Concert: 8.00pm 
Tickets: JD 7 


Tickets available from 
The British Coundl:Tel. 636147/8 
Forte Grand Hotel: Tel 696511 
The National Music Conservatory: Tel 687620 


biggest film industry. 

Today, Hindlish has become a 
brash, young parvenu which has 
found acceptance among millions 
of Indians. One cannot escape 
noticing it wherever one goes— 
in coffee houses, college cam¬ 
puses. buses, trains and social 
gatherings. What gave Hindlish a 
big push and made it a respecta¬ 
ble slang, is its use in English- 
language film magazines. 

Breezy, pungent and evocative 
as Hindlish is. its words have 
also invaded political and adver¬ 
tising arena. Such words as 
Tamashas (political events staged 
by politicians to divert attention 
from economic problems') and 
Hangamas (noisy political meet¬ 
ings). are examples or scores of 
words freely used by the public 
when they talk about politics. 

And in advertising, mostly 
done in English to promote con¬ 
sumerism among India’s 200 mil¬ 
lion middle class, words tike Asli 
(pure) and Nakli (impure) are fre¬ 
quently used. 

Hindlish expressions like tele¬ 
phone hold karo (hang on). What 
is this lafda (hassle), and look at 
her nakhras (pretended modesty), 
are commonplace to many, and 
words such as Chamcha (flat¬ 
terer) are almost considered part 
of standard English in India. 

Linguists find nothing abnor¬ 
mal in the mixing of Hindi and 
English, arguing that both belong 
to the Indo-European language 
family. In fact, as Jong lost cou¬ 
sins, they have remained in touch 
for centuries via their Arabic and 
Greek connections. 77131 explains 
why words like camphor, musk 
and opal became part of English 
language. 

But the greatest inter-change of 
words between the two languages 
began during the British colonial 
rule when words like shikari, 
ghee, khaki, chit, pundit, nawab. 
and maharaja became pan of 
standard English. 

The biggest gainers, Bombay's 
theaters, have been staging Eng¬ 
lish language plays for decades. 
But with dwindling audience the 
theater owners decided to switch 
over to English-made-easy plays 
scripted with a liberal sprinkling 
of polyglot city patois. 

As the contribution of Hindlish 
to the timber and tone of Jndo- 
English writings grows, so is 
acceptance of its words and 
expressions into the ever¬ 
growing English lexicon. "Only 
then" says film critic SD S harm a. 
tongue in cheek, "we'll have 
some main (fun)."* 




Recommended Listenings 
Front 242 

06:21:03:11 Up Evil 

DECIDING NOT to leave 
you to the musical conven¬ 
tions fed to you by local 
sharks and for the purpose 
of introducing you to new 
genres and bands, I have 
included this week a 
review about an Industrial/ 
techno album by Front 242 
that appeared in the Sep¬ 
tember issue of Keyboard 
magazine. 

I'm know most of you 
are not familiar with the 
term "Industrial music," 
and I have no intention of 
forcing a definition down 
your throat. I refuse to 
musically moralize for my 
readers, but reaDy. the 
term "Industrial music" is 
too wide to pinpoint or 
even define since each 
band in the genie reties on 
technology in instrumenta¬ 
tion and makes use of 
advancements in the world 
of recording technology. . 

Thus, by means of sound manipulation and bizarre melodies, 
^ band usually has an overall recognizable sound emerging 
from the murky bangs and clutters of "Industrial music." _ 

I have reached a point where I am searching for a sonic sand¬ 
wich that would satisfy my ears’ hunger for the new and differ¬ 
ent, and maybe the jam, uh, I mean the lyrics, will taste fresher 
as well. 1 know most people fall victim to the mass-media's idea 
of music. So, if you care at all about artistic integrity and self 
expression, you’d better take some decisive action now, before 
you grow old artistically and your ears and body are no longer 
sensitive to the sweet taste of jam! 

If you want to check out "Industrial music," try bands like 
Nine Inch Nails, Machines af Loving Grace and KMFDM. 
"Industrial music" is still an underground type of music in the 
States, so find knowledgeable friends and ask them for help to 
purchase copies. , 

TTie following is an article by music expert and critic Robert L 
Doerschuk, who along with Jim Aikin, is senior associate editor 
of Keyboard magazine. 

Haitham Ibrahim 

■ On the first of two releases scheduled for ’92, the Belgian sul¬ 
tans of slam claim their rightful place back at the forefront of 
techno. Despite all the vocal snarling and electronic racket, the 
key to this band is rhythm. Not content to solder sixteenth-note 
sequences onto backbeats. they give special prominence to syn¬ 
copated drum patterns: the results, on such cuts as Religion, Feel 
relatively human at no cost to the obsessive repetitiveness that 
the idiom demands. Co-keyboardist Partick Codenys and Daniel 
Bressanutti avoid the horn stabs and other cliches already drain¬ 
ing vitality from certain techno projects; instead, industrial 
clangs, backward pulses, analog bioops, chiming guitars a la 
Jesus Jones, arid other well-chosen sounds transform their songs 
into complex kaleidoscopes, with textures constantly evolving— 
and. thankfully, not just in predictable four-bar increments. 
06:21:03:11 rocks. 

Robert L Doerschuk, Keyboard Magazin e 


Bridge 

By Tannah Hirsch 

Talk Isn't Always Cheap 
North-South vulnerable. North 
deals. 

NORTH 

* AKQ 

9 10 8 7 6 2 

0 S54 

* 93 

WEST EAST 

4 J 9 8 5 * 10 7 6 4 

9AKQJ 954 

0 J2 0 Q 

* Q 7 2 * J 10 8 6 5 4 

SOUTH 

4 32 

9 93 

0 AX 10 9 7 6 3 

* A K 
The bidding: 

North East South West 

Pass Pass 5 0 Pass 

Pass Pass 
Opening lead: King of 9 

There are two types of spectators at a bridge game: 
kibitzers and dorbitzers. The kibitzer is entitled not only 
watch, but also to make comments on the bidding and play 
after the hand has been completed. Dorbitzers can speak 
only to kibitzers. But when either makes a remark during 
the play, strange things can happen. 

Tlus deal cropped up many years ago at New York's 
renowned Cavendish Club. A well-known expert held the 
South cards, and he quickly arrived in five diamonds, a 
wellconceived action in view of his weakness in die 
majors. 

West cashed the king-ace of hearts, and then went into 
a huddle. A kibitzer sitting between South and West began 
getting impatient. He leaned over to look at West's cards 
and then announced: “It makes no difference what you do. 
You can’t defeat the contract." 

Taking the kibitzer-at his word, the playersexposed their ; 
cards. One look was all East needed to snarl: “Are you 
nuts? Another heart lead beats it!” 

The other players agreed. Once again, -a.kibitzer had 
been proved wrong. The Card Committee wasconvened to 
adjudicate. East would ruff the third heart with the queen 
of diamonds, thereby promoting West's jack to the setting 
trick. 

They awarded North-South each 800 points for making 
the rubber and East-West each 100 points for defeating five, 
diamonds one trick. And then they debited the kibitzer's 
account with the 1,800 points the fourplayets earned on the 
deal! 

1493. Tribune MeduSemcei 
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AWE IS RESPECT 
WITH THE 
MOUTH OPEN 


0 J993. Tribune Media Sen**, 
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Artist 

• - T r ; 

2 M^h Carey . . .. 

4 Pearl Jain. ./■ 

6 KrisKross . • 

;; jT. TtokJtefcson: ? 

• 8 Soul Asylum 

• : 9 J3tpre ;. WV-Iiiljp 

'10 Gloria Estefan 

11 Soundtrack . ... • 

12 4 Non Blondes 

18 Taylor Dayn& .'-1777. 
14 Khaled 
-f5r 

16 UB 40 

IT; Blind Melon ,i:.; 

18 Soundtrack 

19 Billy Idol ; > . i 

20 LLCool J 
21:' 2 Unlimited 

22 Young MC , - - 

23 Soundtrack - - ■<?. 

24 Sy press Hill 

25 Terence Trent CArby 

26 Soundtrack 

27 Paul Young _• -.t ; 

28 Bell BivDevoe 

29 Sheena Easton 

30 Silk 


Title . 

. :.y(y 

Music Box . : . 

Pearl 7om ■' 

Da Bomb 

Grave Dancers Vmon 

IdiTterra /. . 

Sleepless mSeaic - ; 

Bigger, Better, Faster 
Sodl Danring^ T-j iT._ v-: 

. NlssiNisn ' 

Promises and 

■RUndMetonTT; J '~ y: ."* • 

■ Last Action Hero 
Cypetpttnk /A * 

14 Shots to the Dome 

What's the Flavor? ; 


Black Sunday 


i 

r -t \ 

S'J 


In the Line of Fire 
.ZTu Cnxstdg- ' 
HootieMack . . 

W&rhvrZ £•&;: ./;■S : if 

Lose Control 


* 


i- - -i 


TOP POP 
SINGLES ■: 

1. I’d Do Anything for Love, 
Meatloaf, MCA - 

2. AH That She Wants, Ace 
of Base, Arista 

3. Just Kickin’ It, Xcape h 
Columbia 

4. Again, Janet Jackson, Vur*, 

gin ' _"' r . *■ '■ 

5. GangstaLean, DRS, Capi 4 - 

tol - ' . 

6. HeyMr.D J.,2hane, Epic 

7. River of Dreams, Billy 

Joel Columbia • 

8. WhoompL TdgTeam. Life 

9. Dream Inver, Maria ft ; 
Carey, Columbia . 


. . . . - j 'uijn 

-jVjanspft 


TOP COUNTRY 
ALBUMS 

1. Common Thread: The 
Songs of the Eagles. Various 
Artists, Warner Bros. , 

2. hi Pieces: Garth Brooks, 
Liberty. l 

3. Greatest Hits Volume 
Tvro.RebaMcEnUre. MCA, 

4. Ea^y Gbine, Ea^ Go, 
George Strait, MCA 

5. A Lot AhobcTJvm*. A/on 
Jackson, Aihta 1 . 
6-IStfllBelieveinYou. Vince ; 
Gfl4 MCA r - y ' 

7. Almost Goodbye, Mark 
Chesnut, MCA 

Jifiryj-.Y 




j. 1 

no 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


ACROSS 

1 Strik* 
bmto 
5 Brush, 
of sorts' *' 

10 Sttaelcar - 

14 Fatama 
ofsong 

15 P»y h orns gt 
IBTshtetf— - 

17 Portsnt 
IS Jongflw 
author 

19-ComsstUss 
20 Kind of 


aSEurapssit . 
capAal 

37 HaSsyV ' 
for on# . 

:aa-Kiiifl6f “t 
thsrosd 

as —4tagoeo 

48 Hubbubs * 

41 Shout .i!. 

CQoom 

44, FditaWd 

45 Hsrtosflwr 
sod Majors 

46 CObkts • 

47 Bandsd- ' 


- DOWN 

T Bampkta 
2Unconsdou» 


22 Zoo sights 
24 Void* 
psrtmr 
25ConstsOK 

. Hon 
26 Clam 
29 Sioux 
Falls 


50 Csinpus 


33 Pam s B at 
CHMord 
-34 Tumsrand 
■ Cantiafl 
3&Kkid«r- 


54 Port roast 

55 Florid* ksy 
57 Ryfcig 

. prefix 

56 Partnar 
. •• - otfsm. 

-59 Oafigbt 

60 AystalWi 
land 

61 Eastam “■,* 
* nuissmald 

62 Staid r 

63 — majasta 


3 Outnhaaa : 

4 Paparmonay 
SAuto n aa da 

5 Of an hour. 

.. 7 Monogram 

■ pattabbr. -.* 
: S Org. 

9 Comic . 

• strip.:-. 

character ‘ 
lOOfl —(fcn- 
nweflatety) 

11 Zbo sound - 

**-*»*:: 
l3Chow pataca 
21 Hasreofy 


=23Copld 

25 Hitfnray 
■■ divWons 

26 tOndof 
slngar .. 

1 27 Worship 
28 Cttnis . 


30 Coral .. . 
(aland ~ 

31 Btus- . 
bhxxted- : 

® Gotisr 
34 Payvdbt 
• .vataa 
,.S7 ChapQrt ' 
films 

36 **—, ths - 
gantfardl 
ImM” •• 

40 Qusksrword 

41 HoIbnxA 

: widUndsn 
43Sottte,as 
- anaitpmsnt 
44Stsgoar 

Island 

-47—Mater 
46 Qoodaarth 
48 Kkk,tho 


29 Frtandof 


-50 •'Spare Are" 

51 Ody 

52 Macaws 

53 Not any 
56 Highway 

afOn 


i 

2 _ 

3 

4' . 

14 




17 




20 


- 1 
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Royal Cultural Centre.. 661026/7 
Amcrran Centre Ubrary. 820101 
Bntish CounciL.636147/S 

Certre --«7009 
Goetbc Institute.. 641993 

Russian Cultural Centre .. 641158 
Spanish Cultural Centre .. 624049 
Turkish Cultural Centre... 639777 

Haya Aits Centre.665195 

Cil y-— 667181/5 

Y.W.M.A... 664251 


1 Algerian. 

641771/7 1 

1 Australian_ 

KTVtAfJ-l 1 


Bahrain. 

664J48/Q 

Belgian . 

67S6R3 

Bulgarian. 

—818151 

Canadian ... 

666174 

Chilean .... 

- 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons. 

.... 677559 

Czechoslovakian _ 

... 665105 

Danish Consulate Gen. 

- 603703 

1 Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 I 

1 French.. ... 

64177V4 1 

1 German. AftcnM 1 

Greek.. 

.671331/2 

Hungarian.... 

—815614 

Indian.... 

—637262 

Indonesian.. 

828911 

Iraqi... 

.. 639331 

Italian.... 

—638185 

Consulate Gen. Ireland. 

...625632 

Consulate of Iceland 

—698851 

Consulate of Sir i-anira 

—645312 

Japanese.. 

.672486/7 

Kuwaiti —....__ 

.675135/8 

Lebanese . 

- 641381 


Netherlands..637967/625165 

New Zealand Consulate 636720 

North Korean ..•_ 

... 666349 

Norwegian Consulate... 

- 827926 
686155 

Pakistani..._. 

. 622787 

Palestine.. 

.677517 

| People's Rep. of China_666139 1 

Philippines _.. 

645161 

Polish. 

. 637153 

Qatari ... 

-682666 

Romanian... 

...667738 


Russian . 641158 

Saudi Arabian.. 814154/6 

South Korean.660745/6 

Spanish . 614166/9 

Sudanese... 644251/2 

Swedish.669177/9 

Swiss. 686416/7 

Syrian. 641076 

Taiwan. 671530 

Tunisian.674307/8 

Turkish . 641251 

U.A.E. .643347/643341 

United Kingdom_823100 

United States of America..820101 

Yemen._642381 

EEC Delegation_ 668191 

ESCWA....694351/8 


UNDP/WFP ..... 

UNRWA. 

UNICEF.. 

UNESCO. 


.668171/7. 

.607312/6071941 1 

__629571 

.606559 


Nabil A1 Mashrai Tbeatre..675571 
Nabil & ffisham's Tbeatre.625155 

Concord .. 677420 

Plaza_ 699238 

Philadelphia___634144 

Sports Clubs 

A1 Hussein Sports City— 667181 

Orthodox Club.™.. 810491 

Royal Automobile Club— 815410 
Royal Shooting Club.™.. 736572 
Royal Chess Club_ 673713 
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American Airlines._669068 

Arab WmgS--894484 

Adria Airways_667029 

Austrian Airlines..637380/667028 

Balkan Airlines__665909 

British Airways _641430 

British Midland__694802 

China Airlines_636232 

Cathay Pacific-628596 

Cyprus Airways_667028 

Egypt Air.__ 630011 

EmiiatesAiriines_643341 

Golf Air.. 653613 

Hungarian Airlines.— 622275 

Iberia......637827/644036 

Iran Air._ 622826 

Japan Airlines _630879 

ICLM .. 622175 

Korean Airlines... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines_643831/2 

Lufthansa._ 601744 

Malaysian Airline.639575/653446 

MJELA_ 636104 

Olympic._ 630125/638433 

PIA _ 625981 

Phillippine Airlines_640200 

Polish Airlines_ 625981 

Qantas_641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian_ 678321 

Sandia—.. 639333 

Scandinavian Airlines ....604499 

Singapore Airlines.- 676177 

Sudan Airlines- 694501 

Swiss Air (G.S_A.)659791/641906 

USAIR.. 694801/2 

Syrian Air._622147 

TAROM- Romanian.-637380 

Thai Airways.— 637195 

Trans World Airline. 623430 

Turkish Airlines__659102 

Yemenia Airways.— 628175 

Yugoslav Airlines_604911 

Queen Alia Airport (08)53200 


To book your Advertisement Graphic and Designs on the Electronic 
Sign Board over Safeway Bldg. Please call 685311 - Ext 71 


Tbe Prime Ministry/TeL 641211 

Foreign Affairs TeL 644361 

Interior Ministry Td. 663111 

Finance TeL 636321 

Public Health TeL 665131 

Education & Higher Education TeL 669181 

Justice TeL 663101 

Planning TeL 644466 

Public Works & Housing TeL 668481 

Municipalities & Enviro n ment TeL 641393 

Industry & TradcTeL 663191 

Supplies TeL 602121 

Awqaf & Islamic AfTainTeL 666141 


m*U. -W; 


Alyemda(Air 

yemen)-653691 

Aeroflot. 

_ _641510 

Ah-ransdn,.. 

__630879 

Air France... 

_666055 / 667824 

Air India 

.688301/2 


...682140 

Alitalia_ 

_ 625203 


... _ ~j.i 


Al-Cazar... 


"^qa 6 a Gulf Hotel.—. 

'Aqnamarinal._ 

‘Coral "Beach__ 

.Holiday Inti_ 

■ Miramar.- 


_ 314131 

.314091 

,...-.316250 

_313521 

.—312426 

.314340 


A1 Andalusiah...—..606821 

A1 Barakeb...-.687988 

Al-Jabal..606669 

Al-Labadi _ 813554 

Al-RimaL__ 639861 

Al-Samer —...-.771707 

Al-Waha .—.674105 

Amin Jairar.... 670498 

Amman...666327 

Arabian.. —.641350 

Avis. 699420 

Budget..604230 

De'as_ 669970 

Dirani ___ 660601 

Europcar ....601350/80 

General Services.674100 

Hertz (Inti sales)_ 694802 

Kada ..-.665161/665153 

NarionaL.639197/8 

Nebo.... 816792 

Petra.... 605501 

Sahara..-.694883 

Satelite._625767/621471 

Shakhshir Hertz..668958 

Star... 604904 

SwanNationaL.- 694882 




Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
cosnimesover 100 years old. Also 
mosaics from Madaba and Jerash 
(4th to 18th centuries). The Ro¬ 
man Theatre, Amman. Opening 
hours: 9 a_m. - 5 p.m. year 
round-Qosed Tuesdays. Tel: 
651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Mu¬ 
seum: Hasan excellent collection 
of the antiquities of Jordan. Jabal 
Al-Qal'a (Citadel Hill). Opening 
hours: 9 a.m - 5 pun.). Closed 
Tbesdays-TeL 638795. 

Jordan National Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings, ce¬ 
ramics, andsculptures by contem¬ 
porary Islamic artists from most 
of the Muslim countries, and a 
collection, of paintings by 19th 
century Orientalist artists. Munta- 
zah. Jabal Welbdeh. Hours 10 
a.m. - 5:00 pjn. .Dosed Tues¬ 
days. TeL 630128. 


Algeria..-.— 

Argentina... 

Buenos Aires 1 

Australia...... 

Adelaide 8 
Brisbane? 

Canberra 62 
Melbourne 3 
Penh 9 
Sydney 2 

Austria.. 

Vienna 222 

Bahrain.. 

Belgium... 

Antwerp 3 
Brussels 2 

Brazil —.. 

Rio de Janeiro 21 
BrazilUa 61 

Bulgaria.. 

Sofia 2 

Canada.... 

Ottawa 613 


Santiago 2 

... 357 

Nicosia 21 

42 

Prague 2 


Denmark. 

.45 

Copenhagen (Inner) 1 
Copenhagen (Outer) 2 

.... 593 

Quito 2 

Egypt-—. 

. 20 

Cairo 2 

Eire.-. 

—353 

Dublin 1 

Cork 21 

Finland. 

.358 

Helsinki 0 

France —...—. 

.33 





Amman 

/OR!51000 


665186 


-. 815071 


708181 

Commodor.—. 

.665181 


. 696511 


.... 661121 

InterContinental... 

International. 

. 641361 

-841712/3 


c£i 607121 
607607 


.... (>67150 

Philadelphia.. . 

. 663100 

Regency.. ... 

660000 


.... 813801 

Tyche .... 

.661114 


Wstotatoa' 


Germany W...49 

Bonn 288 

Greece.—.30 

Athens/Pirseus 1 

Hungary_ -36 

Budapest 1 

India.. 91 

Banglore 812 
New Delhi 11 
Bombay 22 

And aD cities with area codes be¬ 
ginning with 1A3A5,6,7, & 8 . 

Indonesia.—. 62 

Jakarta 21 

Italy.. 39 

Rome 6 

Iraq___ 964 

Baghdad 1 

Japan.—.-.81 

Tokyo 3 

Kenya..—.—.254 

Nairobi 2 

Kuwait.-.965 

Korea.—-- 82 

Seoul 2 

Libya..-.218 

Tripoli 21 

Lebanon.--961 

Beirut 1 

Malaysia.60 

Kuala Lumpur 3 

Mexico...52 

Mexico Dty 5 

Morocco-212 

Fez 6 
Rabat? 

Netherlands —.31 


Amsterdam 20 
Rotterdam 10 

North Yemen..—.967 

A1 Bayda 6 
Hodeidah 3 
Sanaa 5 
Taiz4 

Nigeria.-.234 

Lagos I 

Norway.-.47 

Oslo 2 

Oman..-.968 

Pakistan..-. 92 

Karachi 21 
Lahore 42 
Peshawar 521 
Rawalpindi/Islamabad 51 

Paraguay.595 

Asuncion 54 

Peru.51 

Lima 14 

Philippines.—.63 

Manila 2 

Poland.48 

Warsaw 22 

Qatar. 974 

Romania..40 

Bucharest 0 

Saudi Arabia.966 

A1-Khobar 3 
AJ-Madina 4 
Dammam 3 
Jeddah 2 
Mecca 2 
Riyadh 1 

Spain.34 

Barcelona 3 
Madrid 1 


Agriculture Tel 686151 

Labour Td 698186 

Social Development TeL 673191 

Transport TeL 641461 

Post & Communicauoas TeL 634301 

Information Tel 641467 

Water A Irrigation Td 680100 

Energy & Mineral Resources Td. 815615 

Culture / Jabal Ammon TeL 636391 

Youth / University TeL 604701 

Parliamentary Affairs TeL 641211 

Tourism & Antiquities TeL 642311 


MarbeUa 52 
Majorca 71 

Sri Lanka.94 

Colombo 1 

Sudan.249 

Khartoum 11 

Sweden. 46 

Stockholm 8 

Syria..963 

Damascus 11 

Taiwan.S 86 

Taipei 2 

Thailand. 66 

Bangkok 2 

Tunisia.216 

Tunis 1 

Turkey. 90 

Ankara 4 
Istanbul I 

UAE.971 

Abu Dhabi 2 
Ajman 6 
Al Ain 3 
Dubai 4 
Fujairah 70 
Ghyathl 52 
Ras Al Khaimah 77 
Sharjah 6 
Umm Al Quwain 6 

UK. 44 

London (inner 71/outer S1) 

Uruguay.598 

Montevideo 2 

USA... I 

New York 212/718 
Washington 202 

USSR.7 

Moscow 09S 

Venezuela..58 

Caracas 2 

Yugoslavia.38 



USAir 

USAir begins with you 


For information 
& reservations: 

® 694-801 



Briti&h Midland 

THE SERIOUS ALTE R NATIVE 

For information & reservations Tel: 694802 




The Best Oriental 
Food in Town 




restaurant 


Chinese, Thai, Phillipino, Indonisian & 


Malaysian specialities 
Five branches all over the world and now one in 


Amman 

Live Band *• 6 " nights a week 
Workl wide Programs VIA satellite 




The first haute cuisine 
menu designed for those 
who love fine food. It mir¬ 
rors our special styles aruf 
taste levels. 

Warm, Hospitable. 

Shepherd Hotel 

tor vour reservations call 
639197 


Mechanic, Electrician and 
Tow Truck are available 
to help you 

24 HOURS A DAY 

Just Call:682097 

Our name says it all 
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■The most delicious 
Arabic Sweets 
■All types of Bread 
■Cakes &. Pastries § 

7th olrclv. Tel. 820099 




PIZZAS, SNACKS, CAKES 
Seated & Take Away 

__ (all day) 9 

Shmaisani. Tal. £39100 





Writable CuMne 
Franfabe 




One visit will make you 
a steady, we believe!!! 


UAIftlTFt 


Amman-TeL 668193 
P.O.Box 9403-Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTLJO 
Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


The first & best 
Chinese Restearan* 
in JJoc’eScsn 
1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 
Take away Hi available 
Open daily 12:00 - 3:00 p.m. 
7:00 - Midnight 

Tel: 638968 


£ ? « ff 

i j'uaH dull 

r ' im 

1 ‘ • Authentic 

3 Chinese dishes, 
v, ?£ tram ail great re¬ 

jig • g tonal cuisine 
‘T 5 ■ ■ styles of China. 

Prepaid by sw 
V Oboe cUts 

*Open daily for 
lunch & dinner 

CHSNA 

HOUSE 01 Tl 2* 

_ & Industria l Rd. 

fteotnurnnt Mm 




Open daily for 
lunch & dewier 

Tike nay min 

Jabal Ai Hussein 
Mretry ol Trade 
SJndustria l Rd. 


our world of 
fragrance starts 
with a letter 


this letter will 
unravel itself to 
yonr immagination 






‘-ivrrnza 


AQABA GULF 


Your first choice in A q a b s 


F o r r e s e r v at io n s call (03) 3 16 6 3 6 
Fax (03) 318246 


^ ±tr. 



To advertise in this space, 
call us at 652-380 


■ , .w 


To advertise in this space, . 





























































































































































































IOthestar 


18 NOVEMBER 199-3 / 


Alalamiah launches Sakhr Arabic 
Windows 4.0 


N 


O - 


Edited bv Zeid Nasser 
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Consuming less power than a household lightbulb. 

IBM PS/2-Energy 


IBM HAS recently released an 

'environmentally friendly' per¬ 
sonal computer which* saves 
enerev and incorporates a com¬ 
pact design. 

The PS/2-Energy consumes 
just 60 wans of power when fully 
configured and working at full 
power compared lo the average 
consumption of a personal com¬ 
puter which ranees from 120 to 
$60 watts. Musi "of this saving in 
power can he owed to the active- 
plasma screen used by the 
machine which consumes a hum¬ 
ble 20 waits of power. 

The space saving features of 
this machine arc another thing 
lhai catches ihe eye especially the 
machine's compact case which is 
probably the smallest case IBM 
has ever made for a 486 PC. Still, 
the main attraction lies in the 
machines modularity which 
allows it lo be positioned in a 
number or different ways with 
the case standing on its side or 
even hung on the wall {like a 
picture). 

IBM is marketing this PC as 
'the quietest PC yet' since it does 
not include an internal cooling 
fan which usually causes most of 
the noise because the system 
operates at low power, so its heat 
output is reduced. 

Other 'quiet' features include 
the new IBM Quiet Keyboard 
and IBM's latest replacement for 
the noisy mouse or trackball. On 
this computer. IBM uses a point- 



■'•■‘-r-r 




ing device that takes the form of 
a small, touch-sensitive red but¬ 
ton lying at the middle of the 
keyboard called the IBM Track- 
Point JJ. It is surprising how- 
easy this TrackPoint is to maneu¬ 
ver* and how touch sensitive it 
actually is. 

The PS/2-Energy is a 486SX 
desktop computer system with a 
120MB hard disk drive using 
PCMCIA technology. 

Despite its very high price, 
(almost triple that of other 
486SX computers). IBM believes 
that environmentally conscious 
users who appreciate space sav¬ 
ing and compactness in comput¬ 
ers will buy iL In Jordan it carries 
the rather high price tag of 
JD7000. 

Still, the PS/2-Energy resem- 



ALALAMIAHS FOURTH- 
ENERATION Windows Arabi- 
won software has been 
punched. using what the com¬ 
pany describes as a breakthrough 
in Arabisation technology. 

ft is based on a mu In-platform 
Arabisation core, designed to 
form a common kernel for the 
Arabisation of all GUI environ¬ 
ments such as OS/2 and Win¬ 
dows NT. 

Standard Windows applica¬ 
tions can work in both Arabic 
and Latin screen orientations, and 
can also accept, display, print and 
process Arabic data as if they 
were designed to work in Arabic. 

With transparency, users do 
not have to for the Arabic version 
of their favourite applications, 
which will always arrive much 
later and probably cost much 

more than the Latin version. 

According to Alalamiah, Sakhr 
Arabic Windows can Arabise any 


application now. 

Sakhr Arabic Windows 4 still 
retains all the features of the ear¬ 
lier releases and maintains the 
open systems architecture 
designed to give Windows users 
full Windows . compatibility, 
along with advanced customiza¬ 
ble features such as I/O Arabic 
facilities for Arabised applica¬ 
tions. flexibility in providing dif¬ 
ferent Arabisation parameters for 
each application, compatibility 
with all Arabisation standaids 
using all keyboard layouts and 
transparent codepage conversion 
during inter-application data 
movement. 

Alalamiah says the techniques 
used in tins version adopt a new 
approach that surpasses earlier 
releases. This approach is said to 
eliminate the need to Arabise 
applications by modifying their 
executable files. . . 

Users can simply chose to run 


their applications as Arabised or 
as Latin start-up. This saves time 
and also ensures the stabi lity of 
'progra ms feat are sensitive to 
internal modifications. 

This release runs much fester 
than its predecessors, so that 
Windows start-op time and appli¬ 
cation start-up tunes are greatly 
reduced. BHingoid text- and 
printing operations are also 
faster. A set of high-quality 
Sakhr TrueType fonts is included 
and third-party fonts are -sup¬ 
ported. . Arabic customization 
tools have been simplified as has 
Sakhr menu, uniting it ideal for 
beginners. _ ; 

Sakhr Arabic Windows 4- 
aHows the use of any develop¬ 
ment forts, languages and sys¬ 
tems. Tools such as Borland's 
C++, Microsoft's C, Visual Basic 
and Quick. C can be used .to 
develop high-quality applica¬ 
tions.^ 


j gp 

bles a new direction in computers 
which is bound to catch on when 
the price comes down. ■ 


Compaq Presario PCs 

Comaq has launched a new line 
of PCs designed to meet the 
needs of the family and home 
user. The new Presario range 
includes the entry level Presario 
425 which is a 486SX/25MHz 
computer which comes with a 
number of software packages and 


GOMSQFT, - A Jordanian-based J tr " ' —■ — . 

software 'development' 

.has jiist released it's bi-lingaaf 
Windows product Phoci^Bobk'™,. 

This is the first PboneBoofc that. 

works with Microsoft Arabic Win- ^ 

daws. Data can be copied, .from ■ 

PftpneBcpk; and pasted pnto .ahy ', 
other Windows. apgb rations^ 

including'Excel, The PhoneBook'- J«, 

is available' on. mail, cider • for. 

S19.95: from Comsoft at PO Box 
926805. Amman' 11110,' Jordan. * - * 




News update 


games and follows a smaller all- 
in-one design. 

Then there's the Presario CDS 
625 with an integrated CD-Rom 
drive, a suite of multimedia appli¬ 
cations with a sound card, loud¬ 
speakers and a microphone. The 
last model is the Compaq Presa¬ 
rio 633 which is a 486SX/ 
33MHz. 

AST targets the Middle 


AST Computer recently under¬ 
lined its commitment to the 
region with the opening of its 
new distribution facility at the 
Jabal Ali Free Trade Zone in 
Dubai, UAE. President of AST 
Research. Saif Qureshey stated 
that AST would help to take fee 
region into the 21 st Century by 
keeping local customers continu¬ 
ally updated wife information 
technology changes as they 
happen. 


AST is one of the leading man¬ 
ufacturers of personal computers 
and is rated the fourth largest PC 
company in the USA. AST in 
Dubai, besides serving as a 
regional distribution center, pro¬ 
vides sales, marketing and techni-. 
cal support to countries in fee 
Middle East, Northern Africa and 
fee Indian Subcontinent. 

Specialized Technical Services 
are distributors for AST Com¬ 
puter in Jordan. 

Grammar checker from 
Info Arab 

Cibawee, fee first Arabic gram¬ 
mar checker, released by lnfoA- 
rab provides syntax analyses and 
diacritics for any Arabic sentence 
and checks spelling for Arabic 
words and punctuation marks and 
also has a statistical tooL This 
product was launched at Gitex in 
Dubai along with another product 
from Info Arab, Abgad Hawaz. ■ 


LOTUS 

SmartSuite 


ANALYSE IT 
LOTUS 1-2-3 


f WRITE IT 

LOTUS AMI 
PRO 


The best word' 


PRESENT IT 

FREELANCE 

GFiAPHICS 

Superb charting 
drawing and 
presentations 


OR GAM/E IT, 
LOTUS 

l ORGANIZER 

^ Tne easiest v.?y 
5o rr.sr.3Ge your 



SEND IT 

LOTUS 
CC: MAIL 

The world most 
popular LAN based 
electronic mail 


IfY’* kuthori/cd Dealer f ar 

* Lutiix Products 


Jordan Computer Center 

Sfrmeis^n:. Tei. 679616, 679626. 

Fax. (962-6) SCS900 P.O.Bo* 9*0^23 
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Software price wars 

.THE ™CE wa: th*t Us 

industry is spreading info the srttwarc . ^ cUB ^ dis* 
many software publishers penetrate the maritet with 

counts as a way to gain market share or . 

less profits. In feci, some peop« ctem __-.- 

•that profit margins 10 fee software jfik ’ ‘ 

industry might become even narrower . 
than in the had ware industry m which • • • ; s 

PC prices reached a recoiti tow last 
year and-ronlinuedto drop fets year ■ : 

but at a slower rate. , • V;' + 'i 

Software publishers have always jiSmll i 

used pricing as a main strategy for : 4 P/TPH 0 
gaining market share, even if'jusl.for a ~ i\| 1 L\\ ■ 1 

short period. A good example of this ft 1 

could be the ultra-low pnee tag that i IL vLAJu f 

Microsoft put on its long-awaited ---: - i 

^Sn^te°of*oS?a^.S)0copies of 
ir is a huge number of all units sold. Following m 
MicroPro Computer Associates (CA> are going one belter b> lit- j 

erally giving new software away. „ lhl4 .,, « I 

To make a splash in fee personal finance market whKb » J 
already tied up by packages like Quicken from j 

nublishers, CA decided to. give their new personal finance pack- 
sure. Simply Monev, 10 the first I miirion customers willingJr* pay 
feesmall shipping charge of $6.95. Introduced bag m June this 
year CA was airuing to build a customer base for iheir whole line . 
of’Simply...' products, and although noteveiy person who placed 
a order-for Simply Money will be using it, there will be at least a 
20 percent response from customers seeing upgrades. 

This brings us to fee latest move taken by Borland last August 
to slash fee price of its spreadsheet package Quatlro fto for Win¬ 
dows to the very small sum of 150. This resulted in wiling 
500,000 copies in just 45 days, which is a triumph tor Borland s 
product along fee lines of what Microsoft managed to do with 
Access. Qualtro Pro’s very low price has even reached Jordan, 
with a bit of premium, of course. You can get QuattroPro for 
Windows 5.0 from Special Systems Company for just JDW.As 
for Microsoft ExceL fee very wide-spread Windows spreadsheet 
from Microsoft, it’s selling for JD150 in Jordan and can be found 
at Specialized Technical Services. This local price, set by 
Microsoft Middle East to. encourage sales, is very good compared 
to the international price of $495. However, Lotus l -2o for win¬ 
dows, fee leader, in fee spreadsheet market, is hovering at a much 
higher price both internationally and locally. 

So even in Jordan, fee affects, of the software price ware in 
international markets are showing. This is a good sign, especially 
in our piracy-infested computer market in which most copies of 
both Excel and Quano Pro are pirated anyway. 

Wife prices coming down, fee customer has everything to gain. 
Still, beware of the different forms of entrapment being used by 
companies, to get you fo buy Iheir products at low prices only to 
make ir up later by charging too much for upgrades. 

Let's face it, if you enjoyed using or standardizing on Excel 4,0 
or Quattro Pno5 at fee above mentioned prices, then you'll find 
yourself forced tcUater upgrade to Excel 5.0 or Quatlro Pro 6.0 for 
| as much as it;might cost! Remember, you have b«n warned. ■ 



GATT talks.- 

American movies fl 
film market at cut- 


By Salil Sarkar 

JACK VALENTI heads the 
Motion Pictures Association of 
1 America, fee lobby group for the 
United states film industry. His 
warning is clear "If movies and 
audiovisuals don't get into Gatt. 
Bill Clinton won't sign the trade 
accord." 

Clinton and his administration 
have already given their noL 
France does not like any of this. If 
movies, television programmes 
and videos get into Gan (General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade), 
"We're not signing." declares 
french Culture Minister Jacques 
Toubon. 

Unhampered Gau-approvcd 
world-wide trade in "culture" is 
now as hot a subject of dispute as 
commerce in grain, steel and cars. 

In October. Germany's conser¬ 
vative daily the Frankfurter Allge- 
meine Zeitung carried a full-page 
notice paid by France's Culture 
Ministry. It was signed by 4.000 
European actors, directors and 
producers and urged thai culture 
be left out of fee? Gatt accord 
drafts. 

There argument? US-made 
movies and TV films will swamp 
Europe if free-wheeling made in 


"cultural products" goes 
unchecked. For them, cultural 
uniformity is fee enemy. Amer¬ 
ica's vision of fee world is only 
one of many, they say. The right 
to defend other views and con¬ 
ceptions is the need of fee hour. 

None of fee culture pluralist 
have yet figured tout how to go 
about it. but their reasoning does 
have substance. Last year fee US 
sold fee European community 
(EC) $3.7 billion worth of films, 
videos and TV programmes - up 
from $2.3 billion four years ear¬ 
lier. Against that, the EC has 
been exporting around $300 mil¬ 
lion annually to the US in recent 
years. 

In the EC, TV viewers watch 
five billion hours of American 
films ever year. Americans 
barely exceed 180 million boms 
yearly for films originating in the 
Ec. The numbers are about as dis¬ 
proportionate for movie ball 
attendance, wife 362 million tick¬ 
ets sold yearly in the EC for 
American made films, about 
eight times more than for EC- 
made films in fee US. 

Film-makers in France, the 
EC's most prolific, complain 
about what they see as a built-in 
bias against their productions in 


Dines Slim Centre- rtbdoun 

ORTHODOX CLUB CIRCLE 


<Ci nte 


fee US. They say marketing 
French films in fee US is difficult 
because American audiences do 
not like dubbed or subtitled films. 

American films recover pro¬ 
duction costs through shows in 
their own vast home market. 
They can then be sold to Europe 
at cut-price rates, devastating 
local film-makers. And feat 
despite EC directives encourag¬ 
ing West European TV stations 
to buy films made inside fee 
Community. France has stricter 
quotas governing its television: 
60 per cent of films shown must 
be of European origin, of which 
two-thirds must be French- 

Given the boisterous privatisa¬ 
tion these days, the key question 
is whether cufcure-raaJters should 
receive state help. Film-makers 
and rulers in the US think not 
Many Europeans believe they 
should. 

According to some estimates, 
western Europe gives around 
$1.3 billion subsidies to its.filra 
industry. Roughly half feat figure 
is borne by France alone- Even in 
France, nearly two-ferids of cin¬ 
ema admissions each year are for 
'American films. Steven Spiel- 
bergjs Jurassic Park is expected 
to occupy 20 per cent of all . cine- 
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mas in french towns of-.r“ 
more than ; 20,000 

inhabitants. 

Americans: might; make 
films, but distributing diem 
in Europe is doute by locals. 
France's giant ; Gaiinitinf- 
Pafee and ,UGC'--groups' 
together control 86 per cent 
of the screens in fee key 
Paris region, and almost all 
cinemas in major provincial 
cities. •- ' . .. 

Anatole Dauinan, . who : 
produced Hiroshima Mon. 

; Amour and several ofeer art 
movies, says breaking tho 
. stranglehold of fee twb 
groups alone will ensure 
much-desired .’ plurality; 
Dauinan says-the; groups' 
concern is to show Holly¬ 
wood blockbusters'' Hke 
Jurassic Park in as many 
cinemas as possible,, for- • 

' quick profit.!'. ' V 

Similar festribiicqzs are at work 
in other EC' cwmtries. In recent 
years, wife'private TV channels 
proliferating^ fee ‘ demand for 
. .films has sky-rocketed. In Ger¬ 
many last year 12,000 films were 
aired on TV -Tabout 30 times 
more than in cinemas. - 

Only big American companies, 
enjoying easy access to finance, 
woe in a posxticm to. match such 
demand. And well-placed distrib¬ 
utors like Leo , Kirch in Munich 
or the Hamburg company Con¬ 
nexion amassed huge wealth 
buying and selling cheap Ameri¬ 
can titles in Germany. 

The French mainly, but also 
otherEwopeanSjStress feat with¬ 
out public subsidies their- film- 
I making simply wfiTnor survive 
; . Hollywood’s-' , gaigantuan 
!. onsIaughLRobmer^Rivette, Kan- 
| rishrrjakj. Fellini or Godard 
' would never.-have, existed with- 
' out state aid, says'A German film 
industry wafeher. 

Former French Culture Minis- 
ter Tadt Ralite notes that not jiist, 
•wesiierti;Europe but even-eastern 
Eufope,' frequent producers of. 
quality ‘ films,' is now flooded 
wife doubtful American produc- 
tioosi He says: "lb Russia, Amcr- 
" ican Sms are-given away free 
-for fee time being ..\.C • 

.. Such peuaratiori' /tactics.. he 
- beeves, ensures fee virtual elim¬ 
ination-of movie-making-in Rus- 
sia, aS already occurred in 
ffon^ Poland, Czechoslovalia. 
-irevep Georgian" ; 

'-.This dmwt hapfrajed ..too. 



French cinema, too. Jusl after 
World War Two. In exchange for’ 
Marshall Plan aid from fee US, 
France was asked to open its mar¬ 
kets to American products, includ¬ 
ing films. Agitation by French 
acnos and movie-makers stopped 
feat and probably saved the then 
pretty dilapidated French industry ' 
from extinction. 

Globalisation equals uniformity 
and must therefore be fought, goes 
fee line, and cultural diversity ■ 
defended. But, say US interests, 
what happens when Columbia 
(owned by Sony) .presents a film 
financed by Japanese banks, pro¬ 
duced by an Italian, directed by n 
French person, and stars an Indian 
•idol? • 

The Wall Street Journal writes; 
"If Holly. Wood movies are so 
successful, it's probably because 
of its highly cosmopolitan charac¬ 
ter and the dynamic tension 
between creative talent and busi¬ 
ness competition." 

POTivran author and former 
presidential candidate Mario Var- 
.gas Uosfl bears little love for Hol- 
ly wood's'Jurassic garbage," as he 
called it w fee Spanish daily EL 
Pais. But he believes gtobalisation 
is hereto stay. 

' -I . 1 . or n °t, art products, 

• despite feetr intrinsic value, are 
f5“ un *®fcs 200 . declares Vareas 
Uosa. So if you want to fight Hol¬ 
lywood, gird your loins and make 
better products, he counsels. ■ ;: 

Safi SarkarJs on the staff ol 

SSj- International, 

based in Paris. 















































